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k  little  over  one  hundred  years  ago  ten 
pious  prieati  professors  at  the  College 
of  Annonay  in  Prance^  petitioned  their 
bishop  for  permission  to  fora  thefflselves 
into  a  religious  ooaaunity#  Their  bi- 
shop welcoaed  the  project  and  in  grant « 
ing  their  request  also  charged  them 
with  the  direction  of  the  College  of 
}1aison«-Seule|  to  which  he  gare  the  title 
of  Little  Seminary.  Maison-Seule  was 
situated  in  a  parish  which  had  been 
placed  imder  the  protection  of  St* 
Basil  the  Great  and  from  it  the  new 
Society  took  its  nami*  This  Society 
has  undergone  many  changes  in  the  course 
of  the  past  one  hundred  years ^  without 
sacrificing  anything  of  its  original 
high  ideals 9  and  today  as  the  Congreg* 
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ation  of  Priests  of  St*  Basil  rejoieos 
on  the  anniversary  of  its  Patron's  con- 
seoration  as  bislu>p«  The  Latin  Church 
rMiembers  the  consecration  of  St#  Basil, 
while  the  Greek  Church  follows  the  usual 
custom  and  celebrates  his  feast  on 
January  Ist,  the  day  of  his  death  and 
entrance  into  heaven  because  St«  Basil 
is  known  today  as  a  suin  of  very  ascetic 
life,  as  the  father  of  organized  eastern 
laonasticisa,  but  acre  especially  as  a 
great  Catholic  bishop  in  a  troubled  time 

St.  Basil  was  bom  at  Caesarea,  the 
capital  of  Gappadocia,  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  329  or  the  beginning  of  the 
following  year#  In  his  family  he  found 
nobility,  riches  and  sanctity.  A  sickly 
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child  from  birth,  when  very  young  he 
was  sent  to  breathe  the  pure  country 
air  of  his  grandoother's  estate  near 
Neocaesarea«  Here  his  father,  also 
called  Ba^l,  taught  hla  and  his  younger 
brothers  the  elements  of  graoaar  and 
rhetoric  #  His  grandiaother,  the  elder 
St»  Hakrlna,  amused  and  Instructed  them 
by  telling  them  stories  of  the  days  of 
persecution*  She  had  known  St*  Gregory 
Thaumaturgus,  bishop  of  Neocaesarea,  and 
iTrom  her  Basil,  to  whom  she  was  especially 
attached,  learned  to  honour  the  memory 
of  that  great  Christian  bishop  In  whose 
footsteps  he  was  to  walk*  Tte  words 
and  example  of  his  saintly  grandmother 
made  such  deep  Impressions  on  his  mind 
that  he  n^ver  forgot  them  in  later  life* 


■%* 
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Basiled  father  had  marked  out  for  his 
eons  distinguished  careers  as  govern* 
sent  officials  and  orator s*  That  they 
sight  capably  fill  thea^  Basil  and  his 
brother^  St*  Qregory  of  Nyssa»  were  sent 
to  Gaesarea}  a  place  where  they  might 
continue  the  studies  began  at  home  with«» 
out  danger  to  their  faith  for  the  city 
was  nearly  all  Ohristian*  Here  they 
met  their  fellow  ountryman  St«  Gregory 
of  Nasiansen*  The  three  became  life«» 
long  friends  and  with  Basil  as  their 
leader  form  the  company  of  the  three 
great  Gappadocians  who  defended  the 
faith  of  Nicea  in  the  next  generation 
after  St*  Athanasius*  From  St*  Gregox^ 
of  Nasiansen  we  learn  that  St«  Basil 

rapidly  became  the  most  distinguished 
student  in  the  city^  even  surpassing 
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his  professors*  Froa  Oaesarea  the 
brothers  went  to  Constantinople  where 
the  famous  Idbanlus  was  teaehlng  eloqu-- 
enee  and  sueh  was  the  eloquenee  of  Basil 
even  at  this  tiste  that  his  eelebrated 
pagan  teacher  deelared  hlnself  to  be  as 
it  were  transported  out  of  himself  when 
he  heard  his  pupil  speak #  After  spending 
some  time  at  Constantinople  Basil  went 
to  Athens  to  lablbe  the  pure  Greek  cul« 
ture  which  still  reigned  there*  There 
he  rejoined  his  old  companion  St«  Qreg«* 
ory  of  Naslansen  who  had  arrived  before 
him*  The  life  of  the  two  friends  dwell«» 
Ing  in  a  pagan  city  was  one  of  assiduous 
prayer^  continual  mortification  and  of 
untiring  efforts  to  perfect  themselves 
In  tirue  eloquence,  that  they  might  later 
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serve  their  Church  In  some  cpaeity*  To 
keep  themselYes  free  from  vice  they 
shunned  the  eoapany  of  pagan  students 
and  avoided  all  places  of  aauseiMnt  so 
that  they  knew  only  two  streets  in 
Athens^  one  which  led  to  the  Churchy  and 
the  othergt  of  lesser  iaportance  in  their 
estimation^  which  led  to  the  places 
where  the  famous  professors  taught # 
After  a  brilliant  career  at  Athens | 
Basil  returned  to  Oaesarea  in  the  year 
355«  ^s  at  once  set  up  as  a  teacher  of 
rhetoric  and  soon  became  the  chief  and 
nost  popular  master  in  Cappadocia^  but 
Ood  intended  greater  things  for  His 
servant* 

fhe  turning  point  in  St«  Basil ^ a  life 
was  his  baptlM  by  Dianeos^  bisho  pt 
Oaesarea^  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven* 
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t%  May  appear  startling  that  his  baptisa 

was  so  long  dleayad  but  at  this  tlflMi 

Ohriatian  parents  soflidtimas  deferred 

the  baptisan  of  their  children  till  they 

were  of  a  mature  age*  St*  Basil  was 

later  to  eonbat  rigorously  this  abuse* 

Of  his  feelings  at  this  tiae  he  says 

he  eoB^enced: 

''to  awake  as  fron  a  deep  sleep  and 
to  behold  the  t\ire  light  of  the 
Gospel  aiKl  to  reeognise  the 
esiptlness  of  hunan  wisdoa*^ 

Acting  upon  these  sentiments  he  resolved 
to  leave  the  world  and  become  a  monk* 
There  were  no  organised  monasteries  with 
fixed  rules  at  this  time  though  large 
numbers  of  men  frequently  retired  into 
solitude*  The  formed  colonies  and  gen- 
erally looked  upon  the  oldest  and  flK>st 
venerable  as  their  leader*  There  was^ 
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however I  no  legal  establlehsent^  ao 
legal  adalttanGe  into  a  religious  order • 
Following  the  general  custom  our  saint 
aougfat  eofteone  who  had  followed  the 
8K>na8ti6  life  and  who  might  earre  hia 
for  a  Aodel«  His  search  led  hia  through 
Syriap  NMopotaaia  and  Egypt*  To  ac* 
ousto®  himself  to  a  monk^s  mode  of  liring 
he  lired  aBK>ng  the  monks  of  these  coun«» 
tries  in  his  travels*  Whe  he  returned 
home  in  35d  he  found  a  large  community 
waiting  to  lead  the  monastic  life  under 
his  guidance*  He,  therefore^  retired 
into  Pontus  and  founded  a  monastery  which 
consisted  of  some  huts  for  the  monk^s 
dwellings  and  a  common  place  of  assembly* 
It  was  some  distance  from  the  one  founded 
by  his  mother^  Snmielia,  and  his  sister^ 
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8t«  Makrina  the  Younger,  for  their  sex 
and  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river 
Iris* 

Re  governed  it  for  four  years  during 
which  time  he  drew  up  his  first  laonastie 
rule«  It  oontained  a  list  of  a  monk^s 
dutieSg  arranged  the  division  of  the  day 
and  so  organized  the  ascetic  life  into 
a  systttft*  It  was  coapoaed  of  fifty-five 
greater  articles  which  embody  all  the 
principles  of  the  spiritual  life  and 
three  hundred  and  thirty  lesser  articles 
which  entered  into  the  details  of  daily 
life«  His  monks  were  to  be  oenobites 
who  lived  in  coamunlty  under  a  strict 
discipline*  They  were  to  undergo  a 
period  of  probation  before  admittance# 
The  divine  office  of  the  Bysantine 
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Church  was  eald  in  coxmon^   as  also  were 
certain  psalms «  Celibacy  was^  of  courssi 
a  strict  law.  This  rule  is  the  one 
still  followed  by  nearly  all  eastern 
monks*  Basil  lived  four  years  in  this 
solix^ude  during  which  time  he  founded 
several  iiK>nasterie8  ai^,  then  God 
called  him  to  defend  the  Church  against 
the  Arian  heresy « 

The  Arians  denied  the  Divinity  of  Jesus 
Ohristii  making  Him  inferior  to  God  the 
Father  through  superior  to  fiian#  While 
Basil  had  been  tasting  the  eweetness 
of  quiet  retreat  this  heresy  was  at  its 
height  and  the  Ch\a?ch  was  passing  through 
one  of  the  most  troubled  times  in  her 
history*  The  fierce  persecution  of  the 
£^peror  Constantius  was  forcing  many 
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otherwise  excellent  bishops  to  subscribe 
in  a  fliottent  of  weakness  to  the  Arian 
Creed  in  order  to  avoid  banishfM»nt«  For 
this  reason  Basil  left  his  nonastery  to 
co»e  to  the  aid  of  Eusebius^  bislM>p  of 
Gaesareat  who  was  weak  and  uncez*tain« 
He  was  ordained  priest  and  occupied  in 
the  diocese  a  postion  corresponding  to 
that  of  vicar  general «  A  staunch  defen«> 
der  of  the  faith  of  Nicea,  by  his  seal 
and  prudence  he  foiled  the  designs  of 
^he  Arians  on  the  church  of  Caesarea 
and  confinaed  the  faith  of  its  aeabers* 
At  the  satte  time  ho  reformed  the  church 
services  at  Caesarot*  This  refo»  was 
gradually  adopted  by  all  churches  that 
used  Greek  as  their  liturgical  language 
and  is  known  as  the  Liturgy  of  St#  Basil 
Besides  attending  to  the  spiritual  needs 
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of  the  people »  during  the  fenlfie  of 
367*366,  he  sold  his  own  possessions 
end  begged  large  alas  that  he  might  be 
able  to  reljtore  the  general  dl stress # 
Thus  when  Eusebius  died  in  370  he  was 
the  fflost  important  personage  In  the 
ehuroh  of  Oaesarea# 

The  See  of  Caesarea  was  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  east  and  the  Arians^ 
anxious  to  spread  their  heresy  in  Cap-* 
padooia  without  oppon^tion,  tried  to 
eleot  a  candidate  whose  name  has  not 
come  down  to  us.  Zn  a  bitterly  contested 
election  the  vote  that  gsYe  Basil  the 
necessary  majority  was  cast  by  the  aged 
bishop  of  Hasianzen,  the  father  of  our 
saint *s  friend#  Thus  we  enter  upon  the 
last  phase  of  our  saint *s  life  and  the 
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one  for  whieh  the  others  were  but  a 
preparation*  As  a  scholar  he  had  ac* 
quired  the  knowledge  which  it  is  fitting 
a  bishop  shotjCLd  have  and  as  a  monk  and 
later  as  a  priest  hm   had  beao»e  the  »an 
of  prayer  and  wIm  administrator  that 
every  bishop  arust  be« 

His  first  care  in  his  new  office  %ras  to 

instruct  his  flock  by  preaching  the  word 

of  God  to  th«i  alAost  daily ,  and  then 

to  maintain  the  fervour  his  sermons 

awakened  he  established  various  pious 

practices^  among  others  that  of  frequent 

communion #  In  a  letter  he  wrote; 

^It  is  good  and  useful  to  commun« 
icate  everyday  since  Jesus  Christ 
has  ex|>ressly  said  that  he  who 
eatk  His  Flesh  and  drinks  His 
Blood  shall  have  eternal  life# 
Vho  can  doubt  therefore  that  the 
more  we  participate  in  this  Bread 
of  Lifoi  the  more  share  we  shall 
have  in  His  Life?  Hence  it  is 
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that  paople  her<i  ocmmlcate  four 
tifliea  In  the  week^  on  Sunday, 
tfodaosdayip  Friday  and  Saturday^ 
and  also  on  other  days  when  we 
are  eelebrating  the  feast  of  a 
•artyr*^ 

Re  was  attentive  to  provide  his  ohureh 

with  good  pastors  and  to  preserve  the 

olergy  in  edifying  regularity  for  he 

believed  that  the  faith  of  the  people 

was  properly  guarded  only  by  pastors 

whose  conduct  was  Irreproaehable*  He 

•howed  great  affection  for  the  poor 

and  affile ted #  At  Caesarea  he  built  a 

large  hospital  where  the  needy  might 

obtain  help  and  the  sick  be  properly 

oared  for*  He  often  visited  It  and  was 

especially  solicitous  for  some  lepers 

who  took  refuge  within  its  walls # 

While  Basil  was  thus  occupied  in  his 
diocese  the  Arians  had  seised  upon  the 
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death  in  373  of  St«  Athanaaius,  their 
foremost  opponent  in  the  East»  as  an 
opportune  time  to  spread  their  doctrine* 
They  enjoyed  the  imperial  favour  and 
the  Emperor  Valens  was  perseeuting  on 
their  behalf  all  the  Catholic  bishops* 
Me  sent  his  prefect^  Modestus^  to  Cae«» 
sarea  to  force  Basil  to  wibrace  tlMi 
heretical  doctrines*  The  prefect^ 
hsYing  tried  in  vain  to  win  Basil  by 
profldLses^  threatened  him  with  confis«» 
cation  of  his  property ,  banishment^ 
torture  and  even  with  death  If  he  would 
not  yield  to  the  Emperor's  wisl^s*  Basil 
answered  that  he  would  suffer  little 
from  the  loss  of  his  property  as  his 
entire  fortune  consisted  of  the  clothes 
he  wore  and  a  few  books*  He  cared  not 
where  he  lived  for  he  considered  himself 
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aa  a  traveller  In  a  land  of  exile #  He 
would  s\if far  little  from  tortures  as  he 
was  so  weak  that  the  first  application 
of  it  would  kill  him*  Finally  he  would 
welcoae  death  for  it  would  free  hia 
from  hid  sickly  body  and  he  would  enter 
into  etesmal  happiness*  The  prefect 
was  amased  and  said  that  no  one  had 
erer  spoken  so  boldly  to  hin  before* 
Basil  then  told  him  that  he  probably 
never  had  much  conversation  with  a 
Catholic  bishop*  Modestus  was  filled 
with  admiration  for  the  courage  of  the 
saintly  bishop  and  was  forced  to  admit 
himself  beaten*  dome  days  later  he  was 
stricken  with  a  serious  illness  iidhich 
made  him  recognise  the  hand  of  God  in 
the  saints  resistance*  He  begged  Basil 
to  come  and  see  him*  The  saint  prayed 
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for  hla  and  Ood  eured  hiA  by  a  mlraele 
which  Modestus  oade  publlely  known» 
Meanwhile  Basil* e  resistance  had  been 
swide  known  to  the  Eaperor  and  he  at  once 
sentenced  him  to  banishment  and  again 
Qod  intervened  on  our  saint *s  behalf ♦ 
The  taperor^s  son  was  seised  by  a  malady 
which  soon  brought  him  to  the  point  of 
death*  His  father^  as  a  last  resort^ 
since  human  remedies  were  powerless  to 
effect  a  eure^  implored  the  bishop *s 
aid*  God  worked  another  miracle  through 
Ris  servant  and  the  Emperor *s  son  was 
restored  to  health*  Basils  however , 
warned  the  Bmperor  that  his  son  oust  be 
brought  UB  a  Catholic*  Valens  failed 
to  <k>  this  and  had  his  son  baptised  by 
an  Arlan  bishop*  The  boy  died  soon 
afterwards  and  Valens  determined  to  put 
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into  affaet  the  aantence  of  baniahaent 
which  had  been  stayed  on  account  of  the 

euro*  Three  times  the  pen  broke  in  his 

hand  and  he  was  prevented  froa  signing 

the  sent<»ice«  This  filled  hia  with 

such  fear  that  he  left  the  bishop  of 

Caesarea  in  peace*  Basil  enjoyed  this 

peace  long  enough  to  see  the  Nicene  faith 

completely  triumph  over  the  Arians  in 

377  mider  Theodosius,  the  successor  of 

Valenst 

Xn  the  year  37d  Basil  was  stricken  with 
a  lingering  illness*  The  austerities 
which  he  had  practiced  all  his  life^ 
his  labours  for  the  Church  and  the  ill«-» 
health  from  which  he  continually  suffered 
had  by  this  time  reduced  his  body  to  a 
mere  skeleton*  Whrni  it  became  known 
that  the  saint  was  dying ,  the  whole  city 
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urns  in  grief*  When  he  was  near  his  end 
he  learned  that  certain  persona  who 
should  have  been  ordained  priests  and 
deaeons  had  waited  over  long  heeause  of 
his  illness^  he  thereupon  rousiKi  hi^ielf 
and  held  a  great  ordination  that  his 
Ghuroh  might  not  be  deprived  of  ainis«» 
ters*  On  January  Ist^  379»  in  his  forty 
ninth  year  he  oloaed  his  life  with  the 
woardSip  ^Znto  thy  hands^  0  I«ord^  t   ocnih 
ttsnd  «y  spirit***  then  it  was  discovered 
that  his  love  for  the  poor  had  been  so 
ipreat  that  he  had  not  JUTt  enough  money 
to  defry  the  funeral  expenses*  Hever<» 
theless  his  brother  St*  Gregory  of  Hyssa 
buried  him  with  such  pomp  as  never  be«» 
fore  had  been  seen  at  Caesar ea*  The 
erowds  that  lined  the  route  of  the  tun^ 
oral  were  happy  if  they  could  but  touch 
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his  bier  or  If  Ite  ehadoir  fell  on  them* 
So  dense  were  the  crotiids  that  several 
persons  were  suffocated  and  the  people 
of  the  city^  far  from  pitying  them« 
enTled  them  because  they  had  the  saint 
for  a  companion  on  their  Journey  into 
eternity^  while  some  of  his  admirers 
even  took  pride  in  copying  his  bodily 
imperfections  as  his  pale  face^  his 
beard  and  his  walk* 

The  writings  of  St*  Basil  entitle  him 
to  rank  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  the 
Greek  Fathers  of  the  Chtirch*  A  theol«» 
ogian  of  the  first  rank^  he  wrote  a  most 
important  treatise  on  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  another  called  the  **Hexameron**  which 
deals  with  the  work  of  creation*  His 
monastic  rule  and  his  liturgy  have  al«» 
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ready  been  treated  of  so  It  only  reaalns 
to  mention  his  letters*  It  is  from  thea 
that  we  really  learn  the  great  aan  St« 
Bairill  tms*  He  writes  on  every  kind  of 
subject,  details  of  his  own  life,  oon« 
temporaneous  events  and  oontrorersy*  One 
of  his  letters  shows  that,  while  he  was 
resisting  the  Arians  in  the  East,  he  was 
treating  with  the  reigning  Pope,  3t« 
Osttasus,  imploring  him  to  use  his  auth-* 
ority  to  make  peace  in  the  East* 

Such  is  the  sublime  life  of  our  great 
Patron*  It  was  his  life's  work  to  defend 
the  Divinity  of  the  Son  of  God  against 
the  heresies  of  his  time*  Let  it  be 
ours  as  true  sons  of  St*  Basil  to  defend 
the  existence  of  God  against  the  atheistic 
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teachings  of  today « 
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Bishop  (aiaUoners  ^he  Iiives  of  the 

Saints  of  the  Deserts  1852* 

Saint  Basils {  Histoire  4e  sa  vie  et 

extraits  de  ses  Merits >  Lille ^  L«  liefort, 

Xiao.     (Thes  books  are  in  the  Novitiate 

Idbrary) 

(Panegyric  on  3t«  Basil  given  at  St. 
Basil's  Novitiate.  Toronto.  June  14. 
1929) 
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The  feaat  of  All  Saints,  which  we  are 
keeping  todUsiy,  ay  dear  brethem,  is 
eounted  aaongst  our  greatest  solemnities* 
For  if  the  feast  of  a  particular  saint, 
as  of  St •  Peter,  St#  Basil  or  any  other, 
appears  great  in  our  eyes,  how  great 
ought  we  to  esteea  the  present  festiY^ 
ity  not  of  this  saint  or  of  that,  but 
of  all  taken  together* 

At  the  present  tiam  the  word  saint  is 
used  irtien  speaking  about  a  pious  man  or 
woman  wtom,  after  a  careful  examination 
of  their  life  and  of  the  eiiracles  wrought 
through  their  intercession,  the  Itoly 
Father  has  solemnly  declared  to  be  in 
hearen*  Such  men  and  women  are  canon<» 
iaed  saints  and  we  may  honour  them  by 
public  prayers  and  novenas*  There  is. 
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hoir^vsr,  another  class  of  saints  con-* 
possd  of  all  the  other  souls  In  heaven* 
¥he  sanctity  of  this  group  Is  often 
hidden  from  us^  but  because  they  are  In 
heaven  we  flhsy  pray  to  the«t  though  only 
In  private*  The  title  of  saint  Is  used 
on  this  feast  to  Include  both  kinds  and 
today  the  Church  honours  all  the  saints 
In  heaven  whether  eam>nlzed  or  not#  Vbe 
feast  of  all  saints  Is  then  our  feast, 
a  special  day  on  which  we  say  praise 
the  glorious  sen  who  have  lived  amongst 
us  and  whoa  we  have  good  reason  to  think 
are  now  in  heavmi* 

Ve  are  prlldJLeged  beyond  our  worth  to 
have  within  the  limits  of  this  archdlo«» 
cese  the  hallowed  land  of  old  Huronla* 
There  on  the  shores  of  the  Georgian  Bay, 


m^ 
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before  the  intrepid  Chaaplaln  looked 
upon  that  vast  expanse  of  water,  a 
Recollect  Father  offered  the  Holy  Sae«» 
rlflce  of  the  Maes*  Saintly  nlsalonarles. 
they  faced  the  stoma  of  northern  disr- 
ates and  burled  themselves  In  the  re«« 
▼oltlng  c<»panlonshlp  of  fierce  and  ln«» 
hospitable  tribes,  to  these  priests  '•^ 
the  first  to  enter  our  archdiocese  «~ 
we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  hls<» 
tory  has  only  Imperfectly  pald« 

Vhen  circumstances  brought  about  the 
return  of  the  Recollect  Fathers  to 
France^  their  ail  salons  were  placed  In 
charge  of  members  of  the  Society  of 
Jesus*  These  noble  men  broke  the  fond«* 
est  ties  of  home  and  left  their  native 
France  to  endure  hardships  for  Chrlst# 
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Thulr  seal  and  labours  led  but  to  a 
orusl  martyrdom  whose  scene  is  today  a 
hallowed  shrine  of  our  arehdioeese^ 

^he  places  of  the  martyred  Jesuits  voire 
taken  by  other  sealous  priests  who  aln«> 
istered  to  the  needs  of  the  scattered 
bands  of  Indians  that  surrlTsd  the  Iro« 
quois  raids  and  later  to  the  pioneer 
settlers t  Then  nintty^five  years  ago 
this  coming  December  the  Holy  See  es«» 
tablished  the  diocese  of  Toronto  and  ap- 
pointed as  first  bishop  a  wox*thy  suc«» 
cesser  of  the  first  canonised  saints  of 
this  territory*  Tou  have  perhaps  read 
the  story  of  a  saintly  priest  who  con«» 
tracts  a  fatal  illness  while  attending 
the  sick  bed  of  the  poorest  of  his  par<» 
ishioners.  Su<^  was  the  edifying  death 


AU  Salnta  Day^  1936  2? 

death  of  Bishop  Michael  Power*  During 
e  period  of  heavy  Iwilgratlon  from 
Ireland  a  plague  broke  out*  (tee  by  one 
hie  priests  sank  under  the  work  from 
sheer  fatigue  or  suoaumbed  to  the  dls«* 
ease*  The  bishop  was  left  almost  alone • 
^'hen  one  night  a  sick  call  came  from  the 
Immigration  sheds*  The  bishop  himself 
vent*  Next  day^  the  symptoms  of  the 
dread  disease  showed  themselves  and  In 
a  few  days  the  first  bishop  of  ^oronto 
was  dead^  a  martyr  to  his  work# 

The  repixtatlon  for  sanctity  possessed 
by  the  seeox^  bishop  of  '^oronto  has 
recently  brought  forth  In  Prance  a  de«» 
tailed  biography  of  his  holy  life*  Dur- 
Ing  the  orusadesi^  Bishop  de  Charbonnel*s 
ancestors  gained  the  first  of  the  fire 
titles  of  nobility  held  by  the  family 
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and  his  father  had  distinguished  himself 
on  the  side  of  royalty  during  the  horr« 
ore  of  the  French  ReTolution#  When  hit 
relatives  first  heard  of  his  intentions 
of  embracing  the  eodesiastical  state^ 
they  begged  him  to  abandon  it  and  marry 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  illustrious 
family  name#  When  they  failed,  they 
urged  him  to  accept  certain  eoclesias«» 
tical  distinctions  that  they  were  able 
to  obtain*  Again  they  failed  and  then 
in  a  few  years  the  young  priestto  desire 
for  harder  work  led  him  to  the  vast 
missionary  fields  of  America*  Here  he 
had  scarcely  gained  a  knowledge  of  the 
Snglish  language  when  he  was  asked  to 
accpet  a  bishopric  in  an  English  colony* 
To  the  offer  he  rplied^  '•Had  I  wished 
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to  be  a  blshopf  I  would  not  have  left 
Franoe#^  While  ministering  to  the  sick 
in  Montreal  he  contracted  the  tame  plague 
that  carried  off  Bishop  Power.  When  he 
recovered  he  was  forced  to  return  to 
France  for  his  health^ s  sake*  tfhile 
there  he  was  named  second  bishop  of 
Toronto #  At  once  he  set  out  for  Rose 
to  urge  the  Holy  Father  to  appoint  an«- 
other*  Instead  Pius  IZ  took  advantage 
of  the  good  »an*s  presence  in  Romi  per« 
sonally  to  consecrate  hia*  Tou  have 
ummci  pictures  of  the  present  Holy  Father 
consecrating  bishops  for  missionary 
lands*  Less  than  a  century  ago  one  of 
his  predecessors  did  the  same  for  your 
diocese*  The  memory  of  this  noble  bishop 
should  be  held  in  special  veneration 
here  for  he  is  the  founder  of  this  parish 
and  this  college* 
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The  centre  panel  of  the  window  over  the 
main  altar  contains  a  likeness  of  3t» 
Basil.  On  the  gospel  side  is  St.  Kieh-* 
ael  ami  on  the  epistle  side,  St*  Charles, 
the  patron  of  Father  Charles  Vincent, 
the  second  Superior  of  the  College*  As 
a  young  student  for  the  priesthood,  he 
not  only  left  his  native  land  and  tongue, 
he  also  deprived  himself  of  the  Joy  of 
receiving  Holy  Orders  in  the  midst  of 
his  relatives  that  he  might  assist  in 
the  founding  of  this  College*  He  was 
the  first  Basilian  ordained  in  America 
and  he  was  with  St#  Basil's  Parish  fr<»i 
its  beginnings*  Almost  all  the  stained 
glass  windows  In  this  church  are  the 
gift  of  his  pupils  who  entered  the 
priesthood,  and  the  date  after  their 
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nattaa  Is  the  year  of  thsir  ordination* 
Forty«»six  yoars  ago  today  this  pioneer 
priest  and  teacher  was  taken  from  our 
ttidst. 

Mot  less  worthy  of  remembrance  are  the 
parishioners  now  gone  to  their  reward* 
To  appreciate  tdrie  difficulties  of  earlier 
generations  you  have  but  to  look  around 
your  church*  Pillars ,  not  of  marble^ 
not  of  steel  encased  in  composition,  but 
of  wood  meet  the  eye  and  recall  the  for« 
ests  which  they  cleared*  The  Inscrip* 
tions  on  the  stations  of  the  cross  call 
to  mind  the  native  tongue  of  the  early 
priests*  A  tablet  on  the  west  wall  com^ 
mmorates  the  donor  of  the  land*  Behind 
it  his  noble  heart  finds  a  resting  plate 
and  we  must  be  content  with  that  one 
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tok«fi  of  affection  because  his  generos** 
lt7|  seal  and  capable  leadership  in 
other  days  of  difficult  diocesan  debt 
have  made  the  Cathedral  his  burial  place « 
Quietly,  evilly  with  little  noise  and 
no  exciteiient  each  generation  has  pre«» 
served  and  added  to  the  precious  herit^ 
age  that  is  theirs  in  this  the  fourth 
oldest  Catholic  church  of  the  city* 

Vhy  do  we  recall  the  holy  lives  of  our 
own  people?  Again,  to  what  purpose  it 
Mty  be  asked  is  our  praise  of  the  saints? 
Miat  need  have  they  of  earthly  honours 
who  are  honoured  by  the  Heavenly  Father 
Hijsself?  They  are  full,  they  desire  no 
aoroii  Such  in  truth  is  the  case.  The 
saints  have  no  need  of  honours  from  us, 
nor  does  our  devotion  add  anything  to 
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their  happiness*  In  venerating  their 
semor7|  thereforei  we  profit  not  thes 
but  ourselves*  Now  it  is  a  eommon 
saying  that  what  the  ejrs  beholdeth  not 
the  heart  does  not  feel#  But  to  think 
of  the  saints  is  in  some  sense  to  see 
thea^  so  that  at  times  a  person  even 
fancies  himself  among  the  saints*  The 
thought  then  of  the  blessed  is  as  a 
flaming  torch  for  enkindling  the  devout 
hMTt  and  making  it  thirst  to  be  admitted 
to  the  society  of  our  fathers*  This  is 
the  first  desire  which  the  mmiory  of 
holy  people  either  excites  or  increases 
in  us*  But 9  my  dear  brethem^  it  is  not 
merely  their  oompany  that  we  long  for* 
We  also  long  to  share  in  tlMiir  glory*  k 
second  esire  then  which  the  memory  of 
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our  holy  ancestors  arouses  Is  an  eager** 
nesa  to  gain  the  happiness  that  is 
theirs* 

The  veneration  of  all  the  saints  is  not 
a  devotion  confined  to  this  holy  day* 
It  is  the  daily  practice  of  all  |;ood 
people*  Sach  day  in  the  creed  you  Make 
profession  of  your  belief  in  the  coamm** 
ion  of  saints*  Daily  in  the  eonflteor 
you  confess  to  all  the  saints  that  you 
have  sinned  and  therefore  you  beseech 
all  the  saints  to  pray  to  the  Lord  for 
you*  When  next  you  say  these  two  prayers 
remember  all  i^hoa  they  include*  Say  them 
with  attention  and  devotion  that  you  nay 
one  day  be  honoured  on  this  feast  of  all 
saints* 


(Sermon  preached  in  St.  Basil *s  Church, 
Toronto,  Sunday,  Novesiber  1,  1936) 
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A  brother  of  St*  BaaLl,  St.  Gregory  of 
Hysea,  has  preserved  a  tradition  of 
their  time  that  Irtien  the  Blessed  Virgin 
vas  three  years  old,  her  parents  •^  the 
holy  Joaehia  and  the  saintly  Anne  ««*» 
l^eaented  her  to  the  te»ple  at  Jeinisale« 
where  she  remained  eleren  years,  after 
lAkl^  the  priests  of  the  teaple  espoused 
her  to  3t«  Joseph*  foAmy  Holy  Chureh 
eelebrates  a  feast  in  honour  of  this 
presentation  i4iioh  onist  not  be  eonfused 
with  the  presentation  of  Our  Lord  in  the 
temple  11  the  presentation  reealled  by  the 
fourth  joyful  systery  of  the  Rosary „♦  The 
feast  of  the  presentation  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin^  the  21st  of  Hovmber^  is  a  day 
of  holy  rejoicing  for  tim  «esibers  of  the 
College  and  the  ^'arish  staff  because  it 
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Is  also  ths  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  the  Ck>ngregatlon  of  Priests  of  St# 
BaiLl* 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  years  ago^  on 
Noveober  21st ^  1822^  the  parish  priest 
of  Annonay^  the  abb4  Picansel,  reoeived 
the  religious  promises  of  ten  priests 
who  had  been  given  charge  of  the  Uttle 
SettinAry  of  the  diocese  of  Viviers^ 
Prance^  and  who  chose  as  the  patron  of 
their  Ck>smunity»  St*  Basil  who  was  the 
patron  of  the  parish  in  which  the  Little 
Seidnary  was  located^  The  action  of 
these  men  was  not  the  result  of  a  desire 
to  found  a  new  religious  order;  to  them 
it  was  the  only  means  of  carrying  on  a 
work  undertaken  dxiring  the  Preneh  Revol- 
utiont  During  the  persecution  of  this 
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revolution  eo  ttany  priests  either  lost 
their  lives  on  the  scaffold  or  perished 
oiserably  in  prison  and  exile  that  the 
ranks  of  the  clergy  were  soon  depleted 
and  only  a  few  were  left  to  minister  In 
secret #  Some  wmans   had  to  be  adopted 
for  filling  the  place  of  thoso  who  had 
perished|  and  as  it  was  impossible  to 
opmi  organised  seminaries^  the  ^shops 
endeavored  to  find  places  where  they 
coxald  train  such  students  as  were  cour«» 
ageous  enough  to  risk  the  danger* 

Nenseigneur  dUviau^  last  archbishop  of 
the  ancient  diocese  of  ?ienne,  who  be«* 
came  Archbishop  of  Bordeaux  when  Vienne 
was  suppressed^  established  a  school 
for  the  education  of  young  men  aspiring 
tothe  priesthood  in  the  little  village 
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of  St*  Symphorien  de  Mahun,  a  fevc  ndlea 
from  Lyons*  Situated  In  a  fiK>untainous 
district,  this  Tillage  could  be  reached 
only  by  one  road  and  it  was  possible  to 
see  who  was  coAing  a  full  hour  before 
they  arrived •  Whenerer  the  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution  searched  the  district, 
the  priests  and  as  many  of  their  pupils 
as  necessary  had  one  hour's  notice  in 
which  to  hide*  The  local  mayor  was  a 
seminarian  whose  studies  had  been  inter* 
rupted  by  the  Revolution  and  who  was 
later  to  be  one  of  the  ten  founders  of 
the  Baallian  Community*  Ha  charged 
himself  with  warmly  mtertalning  the 
soldiers  on  their  arrival,  personally 
conducted  their  search  and  finally  made 
up  for  their  lack  of  success  by  further 
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hospitality*  The  soldiera  on  their  re- 
turn to  headquarters  assured  the  author* 
ities  that  the  intelligent  and  patriotic 
nayor  observed  strictly  the  decrees  of 
the  Rerolutlon  and  that  no  priests  or 
seminarians  could  be  found*  More  lapor«» 
tant  than  the  goodwill  of  the  B»yor  and 
the  remoteness  of  the  location  were  tbs 
qualities  of  Father  Joseph  laplerre, 
the  parish  priest*  He  possessed  a  rare 
oooblnatlon  of  learning,  s^netlty  and 
administrative  ability*  He  was  prudent 
In  his  choice  of  helpers  and  always  en« 
Joyed  the  fttll  m>nfldmce  of  his  bishop* 
By  the  year  1£(00  conditions  had  so  Im- 
proved that  he  was  able  to  organize  the 
young  men  entrusted  to  his  charge  Into 
an  organised  sol^ol*  Some  forty  students 
were  enrolled*  A  few  resided  In  the  ree- 
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tory»  thd  rast  were  seatter^d  aaong  th« 
people  of  the  YilXage«  So  well  did  the 
eohooX  prosper  that  at  the  end  of  two 
years  there  were  about  140  students* 

By  this  tiae  the  Yiolence  of  the  ^t-^ 
seoutlon  had  moderated  and  it  was  eon« 
sldered  neeessary  in  the  interests  of 
the  school  to  aove  to  Annonay^  a  nearby 
town  of  sotte  iaportanee*  It  imist  not 
be  supposed^  however^  that  the  growing 
number  of  students  was  a  si^n  of  sater* 
lal  prosperity*  Very  few  were  able  to 
pay  the  flill  fee,  a  large  number  paid 
nothing  at  all«  Besides  this  the  Ck>l« 
lege  was  ooapelled  to  pay  a  tax  on  every 
pupils  Froa  time  to  time  the  organis* 
ation  of  a  religious  community  to  continue 
the  work  of  the  College  was  considered 
and  at  the  <md  of  the  priests  retreat 
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in  X822  the  members  of  the  college 
staff  asked  this  permission  from  their 
bishop*  The  parish  priest  of  Annonay 
who  was  also  Vlcar^-Qeneral  suuported 
their  petition*  On  Norember  2Xst 
Father  Lapierre  and  nine  priests  w}h> 
had  Joined  him  in  the  work  of  teaching 
either  during  ths  persecution  or  after-* 
wards  pronounced  the  promises  which 
boiuid  them  to  their  work  and  to  one 
another  in  the  Congregation  of  Priests 
of  3t«  BaslX# 

Many  of  the  graduates  of  the  College  of 
Annonay  rose  to  pXaces  of  prominence  in 
later  Xife.  Among  those  who  entered  the 
priesthood 9  three  were  raised  to  the 
rank  of  Cardinal  and  a  number  were  chosen 
as  bishops#  One  of  these.  Bishop  de 
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Oharbdnnel  was  appointed  second  bishop 
of  Toronto*  Toronto  was  then  a  odssion- 
arjr  diocese  that  took  in  more  than  one 
half  of  Ontario  and  the  number  of  priests 
was  insufficient*  After  hisii  conBecratlon 
by  Plus  JX^   Bishop  Charbonnel  Tisited 
his  old  teachers  and  obtained  one  of 
them  to  help  him  In  his  diocese*  On 
Septwaber  2Xat»  1^50,  Bls)u»p  Charbonnel, 
accompanied  by  Blstop  Prince  who  was  co«» 
adjutor  Bishop  ct  Montreal,  one  Basillan 
priest,  Father  Patrick  Moloney,  and 
three  students  entered  Toronto*  Less 
than  two  years  later  he  received  further 
aid  from  his  old  teachers  who  now  sent 
him  priests  to  open  a  College* 

At  first  prieBts  and  students  lived  with 
the  Bishop  at  St*  Michael^ s  Cathedral « 
Then  in  1856  the  longed  for  College 
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building  wasopmied  and  attached  to  it 
was  3t«  Basils  Church #  Additions  hava 
been  nada  but  thm  original  walls  atill 
stand*  Tha  interior  has  changed*  On 
yonder  wall  is  a  painting  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin^  a  copy  of  a  famous  Madonna*  It 
has  hund  on  that  wall  froa  the  beginning* 
Originally  it  was  placed  o'rer  the  door 
into  the  College*  Xt  is  the  only  fum« 
Ishing  of  the  early  church  that  has  come 
down  to  us*  It  is  a  token  of  the  de«» 
votion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  of  the 
founders  of  the  College*  Before  them^ 
the  founders  of  the  Basilian  Community 
chose  the  feast  of  the  Presentation  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin  to  give  themselves 
to  the  service  of  her  Divine  Son*  All 
you  who  look  upon  that  picture  recall 
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th#  spirit  of  the  pa8t»  Today  rmnmf 
the  offering  of  yourself  to  her  ^^oum 
Seek  the  protection  of  the  Blessed 
Yirgin  and  ask  it  for  the  i«ork  of  this 
house« 

(Senoon  preached  in  St*  Basils  Churchy 
*oronto,  Sunday,  Noveaber  21,  1937) 
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Kow  that  you  have  roachod  the  upper 
yeare  of  High  School^  ay  dear  boys^  you 
Miet  be  familiar  with  that  large  eol- 
lection  of  errors^  the  lEultipli cation 
table*  It  is  as  full  of  fflistakes  as  it 
la  of  figures^  but  it  contains  no 
bigger  flletake  thant  thia^  that  twice 
one  la  siaply  two  and  that  ten  tia»s  one 
is  ten*  Now  you  know  perfectly  well 
that  twice  one  ia  not  sinply  twoy  but 
two  plus  their  unity*  Tmi  smha  working 
together,  each  man  working  wholeheart- 
edly^ what  have  you?  Tou  have  ten  times 
one  man  plus  the  unity,  plus  the  enthus- 
iasm bom  of  co-operation*  Take  an  ex- 
ample* Within  this  school  there  are  a 

number  of  skilful  musicians*  Take  twenty 
of  them  playing  together  and  you  hare 
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twenty  tines  one  Maeieiani  plus  their 
unity  «<--  result  not  twenty  amslcians 
but  one  good  orohestra^ 

Exanlne  the  whole  pattern  of  llfe#  Mo 
Matter  what  angle  you  choose  to  look 
upon  It  you  wlU  always  find  the  saae 
thing  ture*  Father^  iMther^  ehlldreui 
plus  their  unlty^  not  seven  persons  hut 
one  faally*  On  a  large  scale  within 
nations  -~  population  plus  imlty  Is  not 
ttlUions  of  Inhabitants 9  but  one  people} 
and  those  In  whoa  tl^  unity  aeets^  be 
they  parllaaentary  groups^  a  council » 
or  one  oan^  are  world  leaders.  On  a 
sottuLlsr  scale  within  the  nations  outy  be 
observed  this  phenoaenon  of  laulitpllclty 
converging  Into  unity #  ^hus  there  Is 
what  Is  known  as  a  ccwifiiunlty  qpirit 
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whose  visible  expression  often  takes 
the  fom  of  a  aonster  picnic i  parade 
or  other  desK^nstration*  Within  a 
narrower  group^  unity  manifests  itself 
in  school  spirit • 

All  these  signs  of  unity  in  the  material 
world  are  but  a  faint  reflection  of  that 
greater  unity  in  which  you  daily  voice 
your  belief  saying  in  the  Apostles  Greed 
^I  believe  in  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  ^ 
the  Comaiunion  of  Saints  •<*  fhe  ^urch 
on  earthy  the  Qiureh  in  Purgatory,  the 
^ureh  in  heav«i  are  not  three  but  one 
as  Stt  Paul  wrote  to  the  Corinthians: 
"For  in  one  Spirit  were  we  all  baptised 
into  one  body#**  (I  Cor*  12,  13)  For  in 
one  human  body  the  human  limbs  are  not 
a  diversity  but  one  body,  so  too  the 
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Ohureh  struggling^  sufferiiigi  mirpassing 
forms  under  the  headship  of  Christ  one 
M^stieaX  Body*  St#  Paul  describes  this 
in  his  epistle  to  the  Romans:  **3o  we 
being  many a  are  one  body  in  Christy  and 
each  onm  members  one  of  another •** 
(aom«  12.  5) 

Nov  in  the  human  body  some  members  are 
close  together  and  act  with  one  another 
««^  for  example  the  fingers  in  grasping  ~- 
so  too  within  the  Ckimmunion  of  Saints 
some  mMdiers  are  in  closer  union  than 
others*  In  full  realization  of  this 
fact  the  school  authorities  have  gathered 
you  together  not  inot  one  group  but  into 
different  sodalities  according  to  your 
needs p  and  your  union  within  the  Blessed 
TirginU  Soadlity  has  bem  sanctified 
by  Her  Divine  Son  Who  has  said  that 
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wherdver  tiro  or  throo  aro  gatherod  to^ 
gather  in  His  naae^  there  He  will  be  in 
their  fladdat^  If  He  haa  proadaed  to  be 
present  in  the  midat  of  tii«o  or  threOi 
how  strong  oruat  be  the  influence  of  Hie 
preaenee  in  a  gathering  of  this  8iae# 

On  the  X3th  day  of  Septeaber  in  the  year 
1^52,  St*  Michael *s  College  opened  for 
registration*  That  day  nine  day  achol-» 
ars  were  enrolled*  Two  days  later 
classes  eoameneed*  During  the  course 
of  the  year  a  total  of  3^  pupils  entered 
the  Gollege^  the  last  arriving  on  the 
14th  of  Jvly^   some  two  weeks  before  the 
aiMaer  holidays  began*  The  staff  con* 
sisted  of  three  priests^  one  scholastic 
and  one  aeainarian  «--»  these  latter  two 
were  both  subdeaoons.  Many  difficulties 
surrounded  the  opening  of  the  College* 
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The  red  brii^  tiousi  M  1^  i^itth  side 
of  Queen  Street  opposite  the  MetropoX<* 
Itan  Chureh  was  at  onee  expensive  to 
rent  and  too  mudX  for  the  requirramts 
of  the  school #  Furnishings  were  few^ 
indeed  I  have  learned  that  when  the 
aehool  was  moved  from  Queen  Street  to 
3t«  Michael  *s  Cathedral  Palace  on  Feb«» 
ruary  14>  1653>  the  total  cost  of  flK>ving 
the  whole  school  was  less  than  |10«00« 
Another  difficulty  was  the  language* 
The  early  record  books  of  the  College, 
begin  with  French,  then  become  a  mixture 
of  English  and  French  and  finally  when 
the  entire  staff  has  mastered  the  nmt 
language  all  is  in  %glish« 

During  the  very  first  days  the  Superior 
thought  of  the  Sodality  of  the  Blessed 
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Virgin*  Ho  would  bavo  hla  studonti 

place  theAsolTOO  under  hor  speelal  pro* 

tection  that  though  few  In  nunber  they 

alght  enjoy  the  strength  of  unity*  The 

folloid.ng  entry  In  the  first  minute 

book  of  the  Sodality  Is  dated  Sunday^ 

Rorember  14»  1^52 s 

At  the  altar  of  the  Blessed  Tlrgln 
In  the  ohapel.  the  Superior^  the 
Reverend  Mr*  Soulerinj  officiated 
In  his  priestly  capaeity  at  the 
establishment  of  the  Congregation 
of  the  Bles84Kl  Virgin*  The  act  of 
consecration  being  read  and  the 
oereaonies  celebrated  In  due  fortt| 
-  the  following;  scholars  were  re- 
eelYed  as  associates^  who  slgntd 
the  annexed  act  of  consecration* 

Plcttire  the  scene^  the  chapel  ~-  a  room 

In  an  ordinary  house  —  the  altar  of 

the  Blessed  Virgin,  probably  a  small 

statue  on  a  shelf  in  a  comer  with  a 

few  flowers  and  candles  —  something 

very  much  like  the  little  shrines  seen 
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In  Bowm   homes^  and  In  some  claseroome* 
They  would  be  crowded  for  there  were 
fifteen  young  eodaliste.  Then  at  now 
Meetings  were  held  In  the  morning  but 
ffuoh  More  In  the  morning #  The  darkness 
of  an  early  November  morning  would  bs 
dispelled  by  candles^  perhaps  an  oil 
lamp  would  be  conveniently  placed  In 
the  tiny  sanctuary  to  enable  the  Super- 
ior to  read  his  book  of  ceremonies* 

All  fifteen  are  deserving  of  notice , 
but  time  does  not  permit*  The  first 
was  tfartln  O^Dea^  a  Toronto  boy  who 
later  was  ordained,  pursued  higher  stud« 
les  and  became  a  Doctor  of  Divinity •  At 
the  first  meeting  he  was  chosen  first 
pfefect«  Second  on  the  list  was  George 
Northgraves  from  Dublin,  Irleand^  who 
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In  his  lat«r  yaars  was  an  active  parish 
priest  and  for  Many  years  was  editor  of 
the  London  Catholic  liecord*  R#  was  the 
first  Secretary*  The  third  member  was 
^'hooas  Glbney  froa  Belleville^  In  later 
years  he  also  was  a  busy  pastor*  Ho  was 
eleleted  assistant  prefect*  The  fourth 
naae  Is  perhaps  the  only  one  you  have 
heard  previously^  Ei^en  O'Keefe  of  Hew 
York  City*  He  was  isade  first  treasurer 
and  the  records  state  that  the  collec* 
tion  for  flowers  during  the  month  of 
May  exceeded  all  esqpectatlons* 


(Sermon  on  the  Ifystleal  Body  to  the 
Senior  High  School  Sodality  at  St* 
Mchael^s  College  School^  February 
2%   I93d) 
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Following  the  custom  of  our  holy  fathers , 
mf  dear  eonfreres^  we  have  assembled  to^ 
day  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  St»  Basil 
at  the  Motherhouse  of  our  Community* 
Here  It  is  our  privilege  to  gather  be« 
neath  tl:^  first  roof  that  they  were  able 
to  call  their  own»  Prom  a  room  in  a 
stable  on  the  cathedral  grounds ^  to  a 
rented  house  on  Queen  Street ^  to  a  new 
wing  of  the  Bishop*  s  Palace  they  travels- 
led  untH  Septeatber  1^56  when  the  begin* 
nings  of  this  church  and  college  were 
ready  for  oocupancy# 

The  church  was  «aaller  in  their  day* 
Where  the  sanctuary  railing  now  curves » 
a  3emi<>ciruclar  recess  in  the  rear  wall 
formed  a  setting  for  the  main  altar*  In 
front  of  it  hung  the  silver  gilt  sane-* 


St.  Basils  Day,  193^  55 

tuary  laap  now  found  by  tha  Blaaaad 
Virgin's  altar*  No  centre  aisle  led 
to  the  comiunion  rail*  The  pews,  or 
rather  benches  not  unlike  those  at  pre* 
sent  in  the  gallery,  occupied  the  entire 
centre  of  the  church  and  were  reached 
by  side  aisles*  Entrance  to  the  church 
was  through  a  centrally  located  door  in 
the  south  wall,  about  where  the  gallery 
now  projects*  Unpainted  pillars,  dsToid 
of  rounded  omajaent,  supported  the  open 
tiaber  work  of  the  roof*  The  brick 
walls  had  not  been  coTered  with  plaster* 
The  Stations  of  the  Gross  were  small, 
black  and  white  prints  in  plain  frames* 
The  large  painting  of  the  Madonna  on 
the  east  wall  was  th«i  placed  oyer  the 
entrance  to  the  college,  and  where  it 
now  hangs  the  pipes  from  one  of  the  two 
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box  stoY«8  that  fuimished  heat  entered 
a  chlBiney* 

Outside  the  building  to  the  west  was 
private  property,  and  to  the  east  a 
pleasant  grove  where  the  eere»onles 
oonneoted  with  the  closing  of  the  aead-> 
eade  year  were  held,  usually  in  the 
second  we«k  of  July*  Along  the  foot  of 
the  little  hill  ran  a  public  thorough* 
fare  froa  which  entrances  were  laid  to 
the  college  and  the  church*  The  church 
door  was  reached  by  steps  on  either  side 
and  beneath  it  was  the  entrance  to  the 
hall  and  the  chapel  where  Mass  was  said 
on  winter  week  days  to  avoid  the  expense 
of  heating  the  large  and  draughty  church* 

Seventy-five  years  ago,  St*  Basil's  feast 
occurred  on  a  Sunday*  We  stay  suppose 
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that  the  High  Mass  regularly  sung  at 
10)30  was  that  day  oelsbrated  with  sxtra 
soleanity.  Father  Jean  Soulerln  would 
resell  that  this  was  the  tenth  celebration 
of  the  feast  by  the  Cooaunity  in  Canada 
mad  that  besides  hiisself  only  Father 
Charles  Vincent  remained  of  the  pioneer 
band  of  five*  Indeed,  he  himself  was 
the  only  priest  left  since  in  1^52  Father 
Vincent  was  still  a  scholastic*  Both 
Father  Patrick  Moloney,  the  first  Basil- 
Ian  to  come  to  the  New  World,  and  Father 
Joseph  Malbos,  the  first  treasurer  of 
the  College,  had  returned  to  France  but 
recruits  to  take  their  places  had  been 
found  among  the  students  of  the  College* 
There  was  Father  Michael  Ferguson,  now 
two  years  ordained,  and  the  newly  ordained 


of  that  very  Spring,  Fathers  Leon  Cher- 
rler  and  John  Cuehlng*  In  SeptMber  of 
the  previous  year,  Fathers  Francois 
Oranottler  and  Jean  Fasiy  had  cone  from 
France  to  aupimit  the  little  band*  The 
only  scholastic  on  the  staff  was  Mr. 
Michael  Mulcahy^  then  In  deacon^s  orders, 
but  two  other  scholastics  from  the  Ool« 
lege,  Denis  O^Connor  and  Francis  Walsh, 
were  continuing  their  studies  In  France* 

A»  Important  subject  for  conversation 
aiK^ng  the  s»all  group  was  the  co»lng 
list  of  appolntaents*  The  Superior  Gen-» 
eral  had  agreed  to  take  over  froa  the 
Bishop  of  Hamilton  a  wide  territory  In 
which  there  were  but  three  small  chiarches, 
the  best  furnished  of  which  was  that  at 
Owen  Sound  where  the  church  possessed 
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one  vestment #  Two  prlesta  would  be  re«* 
quired  In  this  aiesLon  field*  Equally 
laportant  was  the  fact  that  the  Goneti*- 
tutions  had  been  submitted  to  the  Sacred 
Congregation  of  Bishops  and  Regulars* 
The  Superior  General  had  been  assured 
that  in  the  Autunn  the  Congregation  would 
express  its  formal  approral  of  the  work 
of  the  Coiamunity;  but  would  it  also  ae«^ 
cept  the  Constitutions  without  ohangsi? 

Then  there  was  talk  of  building*  The 
last  section  of  the  central  wing  of  the 
present  building  had  been  finisl^d  in 
ti«e  for  the  current  scholastic  year# 
What  would  ccme  next?  The  {prospectus 
had  eren  promised  a  gy»nasiu&i  in  the 
near  future*  The  enrollment  was  increas** 
i3fig  and  the  growing  number  of  pupils 
brought  hopes  of  a  larger  grant  from 
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the  govemaaiit.  That  y^ar  it  aaountad 
to  ll^OOOt 

Tha  day  itsalf  was  vary  bright  and  quita 
wani«  Tha  hand  ball  allays ,  lataly 
aractad  in  tha  raar  of  tha  Church,  would 
ba  in  constant  usa*  In  tha  aftamoon, 
thara  would  ba  tha  customary  crlekat 
^Ufte  batwaan  day  acholara  and  boardara* 

Today  as  wa  calabrata  tha  faast  of  our 
Patron,  wa  cannot  claim  tha  vanaration 
dua  to  antiquity  or  proudly  point  to  a 
long  lina  of  canoniaad  aaints  among  our 
confraraa,  nor  to  institutions  dating 
back  to  tha  dawn  of  civilisation;  for 
wa  ara  aa  of  yaatarday  comparad  with 
many  othar  taaching  comffiunitiaa.  But 
within  tha  plan  of  Divina  Providanea 
thara  is  a  place  for  us  and  work  for  ua 
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to  do«  About  the  time  that  tha  pionaar 
band  was  first  ealebrating  tha  faast  of 
St.  Baail  in  tha  Haw  World,  a  lattar  of 
ancouragafflant  ca«a  from  Father  Piarra 
Tourriailla.  Father  Tourviailla  was 
the  second  Superior  General*  He  had 
been  aost  active  at  the  time  our  Con« 
gradation  was  established*  Only  his 
extreme  youth  and  a  desire  to  defer  to 
Father  Joseph  Lapierre  who  had  gathered 
together  the  first  Basilian  pupils  be-» 
fore  1800^  prevented  his  being  chosen 
Superior  General  in  1822*  In  this 
letter  of  1353  he  called  upon  his  sub- 
jects to  water  Canada,  not  with  their 
blood,  for  he  did  not  foresee  a  glorious 
martyrdom  for  them,  but  with  good  worka* 
He  urged  upon  them  a  faithful  observance 
of  the  rule  and  promised  that  the  acts 
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of  Bmlt  denial  entailed  in  thle  obeerr* 
aaee  would  oonstitute  another  aartyrdos 
of  great  worth*  Today  we  «eet  In  the 
midst  of  treasured  memories ^  revered 
nanes  amd  well  established  halls  of 
learning  «*«-*  and  all  from  five*  What 
aust  be  expected  froM  us  when  the 
novices  alone  equal  the  number  of  pro«» 
fessed  priests  seventy^five  years  ago7 

(Sermon  preached  to  the  assembled 
Basilian  Fathers^  J\me  14»  1938^  in 
3t«  Basil  *s  Churchy  l^oronto) 
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During  the  days  prior  to  tho  dth  of 
OoooAbor^  you  am  truo  students  of  3t« 
mohael^s  College  Made  a  novena  in 
honour  of  the  Blessed  Virgin.  ToaiorroWy 
as  a  further  nark  of  your  devotion  to 
the  Mother  of  Ood,  some  of  you  will 
seek  adadttance  into  the  Sodality  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin  uxuler  the  title  of 
the  Inaaoulate  Conception*  Behind 
this  altar 9  on  the  sacristy  wall  hangs 
the  per^ssion  of  the  Director  General 
of  t^at  3odality|  signed  by  the  second 
Bishop  of  Toronto 9  to  erect  the  Sodality 
at  the  College  in  Toronto*  Before  3t« 
NichaelU  College  even  had  a  naae  of  its 
own^  the  Sodality  was  established^ 

On  the  13th  day  of  September  in  the  year 
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18 52 9  at  the  request  of  Bishop  Charboii«> 
nelp  three  Baslllan  priests  and  two 
BaaLllan  scholastics  opened  the  College 
In  a  house  on  the  south  side  of  Queen 
Street 9  a  little  east  of  Toltge  Street* 
The  first  to  register  were  nine  day 
scholars*  Classes  commenced  two  days 
later  on  the  15tht  During  the  cotirse 
of  the  year  a  total  of  3^  pupils  entered , 
the  last  enrolling  on  the  14th  of  July 
some  two  weeks  before  the  stmaer  holl<» 
days  began*  The  rent  of  this  red  brick 
house  was  a  heavy  expense  and  In  Feb* 
ruary  1^53  the  bishop  made  room  for  the 
school  In  the  cathedral  palace*  This 
was  not  as  difficult  as  It  sounds  be«> 
cause  the  total  cost  of  moving  was  less 
than  11.00*  From  Its  new  location,  :'- 
beside  St*  Michael U  Cathedral^  the  Col'^ 
lege  received  Its  name. 


Sodality  at  S»M«C.^  193^  65 

Beford  the  Coll«g«  aoved^  the  Sodality 

had  baan  atartad*  An  antry  in  tha  firat 

Alnuta  bookt  datad  Simday  Novambar  lk$ 

ld52,  raadat 

**At  tha  altar  of  tha  Blaaaad  Virgin 
in  the  chapel,  the  Superior^  tha  ° 
Reverend  Mr.  Soulerin|  officiated 
in  his  priestly  eapacity  at  tha 
aatablishfflant  of  the  Congregation 
of  the  Bleaaed  Virgin.  The  act  of 
eonaacration  being  read  and  the 
aarasoniea  eelebrated  in  due  fora» 
the  following  scholara  were  re-* 
eeived  aa  aaaociataa,  who  aigned 
tha  annexed  act  of  eonaacration*** 

Picture  the  aeane.  Tha  chapel  was  a 

rbo«  In  a  rather  amall  houaa*  The  altar 

with  a  few  lata  flowera  and  probably  a 

amall  atatue  or  perhapa  only  a  picture 

«~  aomething  reary  much  like  the  shrinea 

you  have  seen  in  a  claaarooa.  The  room 

would  be  cxMded  for  there  were  fifteen 

young  aodaliat*  Then  aa  now^  the  meet** 

ings  were  hold  in  the  aomings^  but  mmh 
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mora  In  the  morning^  about  six  o^elock# 
^ho  darkness  of  the  November  morning 
would  be  dispelled  by  the  candles #  Per« 
haps  an  oil  lamp  vfould  be  conveniently 
placed  in  the  email  sanctuary  to  help 
the  Superior  read  the  book  of  ceremonies* 

The  first  of  the  charter  members  was 
Martin  O^Dea,  a  Toronto  boy  if^o  later 
was  ordained  priest^  pursued  higher 
studies  and  became  a  Doctor  of  Divinity* 
He  was  also  the  first  prefect  of  the 
Sodality*  George  Northgraves^  from  Ire- 
land^ was  the  first  secretary  and  has 
second  place  in  the  membership  roll* 
He,  toO|  was  ordained,  taught  at  the 
College  and  later  became  editor  of  the 
Catholic  Record  in  London*  At  the  time 
of  his  death,  about  1920,  he  was  the 
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Xaat  link  with  tha  pioneer  sodality* 
7hlrd  place  on  the  list  went  to  ^hoaas 
Qlbney  of  Bellerllle  tnho  was  assistant 
prefect*  A  resident  of  New  York  Clty^  , 
Sugene  O'leefe^  was  the  fourth  charter 
aeober*  He  was  the  first  treasurer  and 
must  have  had  considerable  financial 
taXwdt  since  the  records  state  that  the 
collection  for  flowers  during  the  «oath 
of  May  exoeeded  all  expectations*  For 
those  who  can  neyer  quite  sake  the  first 
places  It  aay  be  some  consolation  to 
know  that  lower  down  in  the  list  were 
two  students  I  one  of  whom  becasMi  a 
bishop,  the  other  archbishop  of  'Toronto* 

Throughout  the  years  the  Sodality  has 
been  a  tradition  and  a  source  of  strength 
to  the  College^  To  be  sure,  there  hare 
been  periods  of  less  faithfulness;  but 
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they  are  years  of  which  we  are  not  protid. 
At  present  the  Sodality  is  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition*  inhere  is  one  proof 
of  the  Superior's  interest  in  it  which 
you  nay  have  overlooked*  SeT«i  years 
ago  he  was  able  to  visit  Italy  during 
the  summer  vacation*  Prom  that  trip  he 
brought  back  not  a  tourits'  souvenirs 
but  a  statue  of  St*  Joseph  and  another 
of  the  Blessed  Virgin  sculptured  in  pure 
white  marble  that  the  Sodality  might 
have  a  statue  worthy  of  its  Patron* 

Tomorrow^  during  the  reception^  recall 
the  foundation  of  the  Sodality  eighty* 
six  years  and  then^  whenever  you  say  the 
HhLI  Mary  ask  the  Blessed  Virgin  to  keep 
you  as  devoted  to  her  as  were  its  charter 


bers* 

(Sermon  preached  to  the  Sodality  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  at  St*  Michael's  College. 
December  10,  193d,  in  the  college  ehapil) 


-■^ 
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This  morning^  «f  dgtr  atudentS|  wt  liairt 
come  together  for  the  first  general 
aeeting  of  the  Blessed  Virgin* s  Sodal« 
ity  for  the  aeadeaiic  year  1941«*42*  In 
reality  this  Mass  is  the  third  Sodality 
event  for  the  year*  The  first  was  the 
choice  of  the  executive}  the  Prfect  and 
other  officers  by  the  Students*  Adaiinis« 
trative  Council {  and  syself  as  Moderator 
by  the  Superior*  The  second  act  of  the 
Sodality  was  ti^  meeting  of  the  duly 
constituted  officers  to  »ake  plans  for 
the  cofldng  year*  Naturally  the  recep« 
tion  ^f  niiw  nettbers  which  is  planned 
for  December  8th  ai^  the  sieeting  of  the 
expense  of  flowers  for  Our  Lady*s  altar 
were  among  the  topics  discussed*  The 
work  entailed  in  these  two  tasks  was 
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dlTlded  ajBong  tha  officers  and  you  aro 
asked  to  give  them  cordial  eo^^^operation* 

But  there  is  soaething  more*  this  year 
Mrks  the  90th  year  of  the  Sodality's 
existence.  It  is  not  an  anniversary 
that  calls  for  a  public  celebration  but 
surely  the  eonpletion  of  nine  decades 
shoiild  not  pass  unnoticed*  Now  the 
Sodality  differs  f roa  aost  student 
organisations  in  being  a  spiritual 
society*  therefore ^  an  outstanding 
year^  a  bigger  and  better  than  ever 
year 9  does  not  mean  a  spectacular  dis^ 
play  designed  to  impress  the  public 
mind*  Rather  a  banner  year  calls  for 
a  spiritual  renewal^  a  deepening  real«* 
isation  of  our  supexmatural  end*  ^his 
is  the  care  of  tlm   individual^  the  quick« 
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•nlng  of  the  spiritual  life  in  his  own 
soul^  and  if  each  mefflber  of  the  Sodal-* 
ity  will  seriousl  undortako  his  own 
personal  sanctlf ioation  that  will  suf« 
fieo  for  the  observance  of  the  eomple«» 
tion  of  the  ninth  decade  of  the  3odal<» 
ity^s  history*  3uch  an  observance  will 
not  pass  unnoticed*  It  will  have  an 
external  ttanifestion  because  devotion 
and  faithfulness  to  prayer  will  increase^ 
assistance  at  Holy  Mass  will  be  aiore 
reverent ,  Coaisunions  will  be  acre  fre- 
quent»  not  only  at  the  Sodality  Mass 
but  throughout  the  week* 

Two  weeks  ago  Father  M*V.  Kelly  celeb- 
rated the  golden  jubilee  of  his  ordin- 
ation to  the  priesthood*  Father  Kelly 
is  one  of  the  oldest  living  mefflbers  of 
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the  Sodality  and  was  long  aiioelatod 
with  either  the  College  or  St*  Basil *s 
^huroh*  Very  few  of  you  know  hia  be« 
eause  until  last  Spring  of  recent  years 
he  had  been  stationed  in  Detroit #  He 
is  an  honour  graduate  in  English  and  as 
you  aay  see  fx^oa  the  display  ease  in 
Teefy  Hall  has  made  continued  and  exten« 
sive  use  of  his  literary  training,  k 
mm  of  experience,  he  has  listened  to 
wuiy  sen^ons  during  his  lifetiaie  and 
in  the  choice  of  subject  aatter  he  has 
noticed  a  startling  omission*  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  little  consequence^ 
rkther  it  is  stressed  in  fire  Sunday 
gospels  and  is  mentioned  in  others*  Tet 
it  is  seldom  preached*  That  subject  is 
the  abuse  of  grace*  Call  to  mind  the 
young  man  ^o   turned  away  sad  because 
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he  had  vast  poasMslons;  and  the  aan 
irtio  burled  his  one  talent  Instead  of 
using  it*  Very  elosely  connected  is 
a  question  that  frequently  arises,  ''Is 
it  a  sin  to  do  this  or  that?^  The 
catholic  approach  should  be,  ^Is  it 
better  to  do  this  or  is  it  better  to 
avoid  itT»  Until  Christmas,  therefore, 
the  majority  of  the  Sodality  sermons 
will  deal  with  grace  azid  especially 
with  the  proper  use  of  Ood^s  gifts# 
In  this,  both  in  the  fullness  of  grace 
ai^  in  the  right  use  of  it,  we  shall 
find  the  Blessed  Virgin  a  mc^el  who 
deserred  to  be  addressed,  *^Hall,  full 
of  grace •^ 

An  important  part  of  the  Sodality *8  work 
is  your  ^ivate  devotion  to  the  Blessed 
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Tirgln#  It  is  something  that  is  largely 
unseen  yet  present  it  must  be^  othervrise 
the  Sodality  falls  short*  Our  public 
exercises  are  a  ainisnui^  NasS|  Ooaaunion, 
seroon^  and  some  decoration  of  Our  Lady^s 
altar*  They  are  all  things  you  have  done 
before  and  will  do  again  when  your  Col* 
lege  life  has  finished*  So^  too^  with 
your  private  devotions*  They  must  be 
some  exercise  that  you  can  and  will  keep 
up*  We  mighty  for  instance^  very  prof«» 
Itably  say  some  part  of  the  Office  of 
the  Blessed  Vix^gln  in  common^  but  few 
would  continue  it  in  later  life*  If 
you  have  not  already  chosen  some  special 
devotion  suited  to  your  spiritual  tastes 
choose  one  now  and  stick  to  it*  Keep 
it  up*  It  may  not  be  easy  to  account 


*wi 
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for  your  tasto^  but  back  of  it  will  h% 
the  grace  of  God*  In  my  oim  casoy  among 
the  aysterles  of  the  Boeary,  for  soae 
reason  I  feel  more  attracted  to  the  fourth 
Glorious  Mystery^  the  Assufflption#  Why 
that  should  be^  I  cannot  say*  Perhaps 
it  is  the  accident  of  mj  birthday  coaing 
on  the  feast  of  the  Assumption*  But^ 
vhaterer  your  choice  lay  mam  a  firm 
foundation  so  that  your  deTotion  will 
not  wither  away*  Tou  are  now  in  a  fonh^ 
atire  stage,  spiritually  as  well  as  intel- 
lectually #  Something  more  is  expected 
of  you  than  of  others*  Already^  back 
home,  yotir  knowledge  is  looked  up  to 
as  something  on  a  higher  plane*  So  too^ 
Our  I«ady  as  she  looks  ctown  from  heaven 
expects  from  you  one  step  father,  a 
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fervent  and  faithful  obserranee  of  aoae 
pious  practice  in  her  honour* 


(Sermon  preached  to  the  Arte  Sodality, 
St.  Mlchael*B  College,  Toronto, 
October  4t  1941) 
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In  the  early  days  of  the  Chiiroh|  aqr 
dear  student 8 ,  the  first  Catholics  were 
aeeustomed  to  observe  the  anniversary 
of  a  jurtyr^s  death,  but  the  Tlolenee 
of  the  perseoutlomvas  saeh  that  the 
nuBber  of  startyrs  beeame  very  large  and 
as  a  oonsequenee  their  feasts  were 
grouped  together*  It  beoatte  the  prae«* 
tlce  to  keep  on  speolal  days  only  the 
feasts  of  great  aartyrs,  like  the  ap«> 
ostles,  and  the  feasts  of  local  martyrs* 
All  others  were  re^^ibered  on  one  day* 
liSter  on  other  holy  people  wh^  had  not 
been  called  upon  to  shed  their  blood 
for  the  Faith  were  also  honoured  on  this 
day*  Today  on  the  feasts  of  All  Saints 
Holy  Ohurch  venerates  not  only  the  i&ar«> 
tjrrs  and  canonized  saints  but  all  who 
are  in  heaven*  This  day  is  the  feast 
day  of  the  entire  Church  Triimphant* 
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The  feast  of  All  Saints  is  one  that  has 
a  special  meaning  for  the  Sodality  be«» 
oause  during  the  course  of  nine  decades 
fluuiy  of  its  aeabers  have  entered  the 
ranks  of  the  blessed  in  heaven*  For 
SJttong  the  meters  have  been  nuabered 
sotte  trtioa  others  i4ould  seek  out  in 
church,  just  to  be  near  thesi  while  they 
prayed*  Their  piety  was  such  that  with« 
out  amy  effort  on  their  part  it  made 
others  feel  that  they  could  pray  much 
better  when  they  were  near  them* 

Others  there  have  been  who  were  reputed 

to  be  able  to  work  miracles^  m^n  whose 

lives  were  as  edifying  as  their  reup^ 

tatlon  for  saintliness  would  suggest* 

To  the  grave  of  one  in  particular,  now 

forty  years  after  his  death,  people  still 
come  to  rpay  imd  carry  away  a  bit  of  earth* 


M 
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More  than  one  priest  from  within  its 
ranks  has  been  mortally  stricken  while 
attending  a  sick  person  under  conditions 
that  called  forth  heroic  fidelity  to 
duty*  Among  the  members  there  have  not 
been  lacking  a  tww  whose  charity  OTer 
and  above  the  call  of  duty  brought  them 
to  an  early  grave*  Before  the  Sodality 
was  two  decades  in  existence,  a  priest 
from  within  its  ranks  was  called  upon 
to  give  spiritual  comfort  to  §  victim 
of  smallpox,  then  a  disease  more  dreaded 
than  now.  A  little  later  he  learned 
that  nobody  would  risk  driving  the 
victim  to  the  mde  isolation  hospital 
where  he  might  have  some  hope  of  re« 
eovery.  At  once  he  hitched  up  his  horse 
and  buggy  and  for  a  few  miles  was  in 
close  contact  with  the  sick  person*  With« 
in  the  week  he  was  dead,  the  man  recovered. 
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The  first  director  of  the  Sodality, 
Father  Charles  Vincent,  was  a  saintly 
Mm«  When  the  diocese  of  Toronto  was 
founded  one  himdred  years  ago  next  month, 
the  first  bishop  wished  to  establish  a 
colli ge  to  provide  for  higher  catholic 
education,  but  he  could  not  obtain 
priests  to  staff  It*  Ten  years  later 
the  second  bishop,  Ansand  Ooste  de  Char* 
bonnel,  returned  to  the  task*  Again 
there  was  a  shox*tage  of  priests  but  at 
last  his  old  teachers  In  Prance  under** 
took  the  work*  In  Id 52  the  BasLllan 
CMumnlty  numbered  about  33  priests* 
Three  could  be  sent  and  to  sake  up  the 
needed  staff,  two  scholastics,  Htm 
Charles  Vincent  and  Mr*  Wllllaa  Flannery, 
volunteered  to  accompany  them*  Picture 
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what  it  meant*  He  was  the  talented  son 
of  very  well  to  do  parents  and  the 
possessor  of  an  e xeeptionally  fine  voice 
so  that  his  father  wished  hla  to  train 
for  the  Paris  opera*  Instead  he  re«> 
solved  to  enter  the  religious  life*  Row 
on  the  eve  of  his  ordination  he  deprives 
hlAself  of  the  consolation  of  saying  his 
First  Mass  surrounded  by  relatives  and 
friends 9  leaves  the  sunny  south  of 
France,  and  as  a  foreign  missionary 
crosses  the  ocean  to  a  colder  and  pion« 
eer  land  where  he  must  learn  a  language 
to  him  strange  and  difficult*  For 
thlrty«eight  years,  as  teacher,  treas- 
urer and  superior  he  laboured  here, 
until  fifty-one  years  ago  on  the  first 
of  November,  1890,  he  was  called  to  his 
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eternal  reward*  This  oorning  we  have 
a  triple  link  with  himi  the  day  Itself | 
the  missal  and  the  chalice  on  the  altar 
for  the  Mass  was  read  fron  a  Missal 
glTsn  to  his  hy  the  students  of  the 
College  on  the  occasion  of  his  silver 
Jubilee  in  Id?^  and  the  chalice  in 
which  the  Precious  Blodd  was  offered  is 
the  one  presented  to  him  by  the  staff 
entire  same  day<» 

When  this  building  was  opened  in  1^56 
the  front  part  of  the  chia-ch  was  not 
built  and  the  college  chapel  was  a  nar«» 
row  room  running  east  and  west  with  the 
altar  at  the  east  end«  Lafter  after  the 
church  had  been  extended  the  chapel  was 
changed  to  face  north  and  south  %dLth 
the  altar  about  where  the  Blessed  Virgin's 
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altar  now  l8«  It  was  still  a  narrow 
room  bsoauss  the  nuaiber  of  students 
was  SButll*  This  aomlng  as  you  kneel 
where  your  glorious  predecessors  in 
St«  MlohaelU  Sodality  one  day  knelt » 
before  an  altar  on  whidi  rests  venerable 
and  direot  links  with  them,  before  the 
tabemaele  in  which  dwells  the  sane 
Saviour  to  whom  they  once  bent  their 
knee,  ask  God  to  bless  you^  that  faith*** 
ful  omibers  of  the  Sodality  you  auny  walk 
in  their  saintly  footsteps  to  their 
beavwily  hoite* 


(Sermon  preached  in  the  chapel  of  St» 
Michael^ s  Oollege  to  the  Arts  Sodality 
on  Noveaber  1,  1941) 
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Inquire  of  the  former  generation  and 
aearch  diligently  into  the  memory  of 
the  fathers* ••and  they  shall  teaeh  thee; 
they  shall  speak  to  thee  and  utter  words 
out  of  their  hearts •  (Job  6^  B  k  10) 

It  is  a  curious  faot^  mf  dear  brethera^ 
that  mere  age  should  be  a  mark  of  hon«* 
our*  The  giswlng  child  looka  forward  to 
a  Mrthday^  not  only  for  the  pleasures 
associated  with  the  day,  but  also  because 
each  year  is  a  mark  of  distinction*  Per* 
luaps  in  the  prime  of  lifOi  less  account 
is  oiade  of  years^  but  once  again  when 
old  age  dets  in  each  year  becomes  a 
badge  of  honour* 

What  is  true  of  men  is  likewise  true  of 
institutions f  The  first  years  are  marked 
with  p<Mip  and  dz^cumstance^  then  a  pause, 
until  growing  conscious  of  a  past  rich 
enough  to  be  searched^  the  years  are 
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carefully  remembered  and  annlTerearles 
duly  obserred*  Today  the  priests  of 
St*  Miolmel^s  College  and  of  St«  Basil's 
Church  Join  in  this  almost  unirersal 
custom  for  today  on  November  21st |  ld22^ 
ten  priests  bound  themselves  to  the  8er« 
vice  of  Qod  under  the  patronage  of  St* 
Basil  the  Great* 

The  beginnings  of  the  Congregation  of 
Priests  of  St*  Basil  was  as  humble  and 
as  romantic  as  could  be  desired*  It 
was  during  the  French  Revolution* 
Bidiopsy  priests  and  seminarians  were 
in  hiding*  In  1796  Archbishop  dUviau 
appointed  one  of  his  priests^  Father 
Joseph  Laplerre,  to  the  parish  of  St* 
Synphorien^  a  small  and  remote  village 
peopled  by  good  catholics ^  and  asked 
him  to  undertake  the  instruction  of  such 


^:ll 
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seminarians  as  might  be  able  to  aake 
their  way  to  hlMt  The  buildings  were 
unpretentious y  a  tiny  rectory  and  a 
stable  behind  it,  and  «ore  than  onee 
soldiers  searched  for  the  school  and 
went  back  to  report  no  school  buildings 
in  the  Tillage*  On  such  occasions  the 
people  helped  the  priest  and  students 
to  hide  in  the  woods* 

There  is  a  story  told  of  an  ordination^ 
at  aldnight^  in  a  bam  with  the  windows 
and  doors  carefully  blacked  outt  The 
Archbishop  cajme  and  went  the  same  night 
lest  some  Indiscretion  betray  not  only 
hiss  elf  but  also  his  priests  and  students # 

Fortunately  the  fUry  of  the  Rerolution 
was  dying  out  and  by  IdOO  the  little 
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•ehool  eould  be  conducted  openly*  Tvo 
years  later  Father  Lapierre  and  his 
assistants  had  140  pupils  and  to  aecooh- 
aodate  theai  he  was  compelled  to  move  to 
nMrby  Annonay,  a  city  of  some  15^000 
people  sltiiated  about  fifty  miles  north 
of  Lyons* 

All  vent  well  for  a  few  years*  Good 
people  did  send  their  boys  tosehools 
like  Father  Lapierre ^s  rather  than  to 
the  public  schools  that  replaeiMl  those 
confiscated  from  the  Churoh*  Father 
Lapierre *s  school  was  the  only  school 
in  the  siarrounding  country  where  a  truly 
christian  Education  eould  be  had* 

In  1^22  thei?e  was  a  crisis*  A  Father 
Joseph  Aotorie  who  had  come  to  the  school 
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as  a  teacher  }.n  179d  had  grovm  old  and 
wished  to  devote  his  declining  years  to 
parochial  work*  He  had  never  drawn  all 
his  aodest  salary  and  the  unexi^ended 
portion  had  been  used  for  the  upkeep  of 
the  school*  Now  he  needed  the  aoney  to 
keep  him  in  the  evening  of  life*  Other 
teaehers  had  done  likewise ,  had  even 
put  to  coaoon  use  ooney  given  them  by 
relatives*  Some  of  then  were  getting 
up  in  years*  (H>viously  the  finances  of 
the  school  could  not  stand  frequent 
withdrawals*  What  was  to  be  done?  Smmi 
of  the  staff  had  long  wihsed  to  becoae 
SMuabers  of  a  religious  conmunity^  one 
or  two  had  actually  left  to  join  an 
Order*  Thm  Majority  now  decided  to  ask 
their  bishop  for  permission  to  form  a 
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OoMRmlty  of  Roligioufl^  The  permission 
was  granted  and  on  Novasber  21st ^  ld22| 
ten  priests  bound  th^tselves  to  the 
work  of  Christian  education  and  took  as 
their  patron  a  famous  teacher^  St*  Basil # 

Thm  new  eoAounity  grew  steadily^  if  nnm^ 
what  slowlyg  and  by  1^37  was  suffielen«» 
tly  well«»known  in  Roste  to  obtain  f  ron 
Pope  Gregory  XVI  a  decree  of  praise* 
It  eontinued  to  grow  and  spread  and  in 
1^50  an  old  pupil  of  the  College  of 
Annonay^  Bishop  Charbonnel^  brought  the 
first  Basilian  to  Toronto ♦  Two  years 
later  the  Community  founded  3tt  Kleli* 
ael^s  College* 

The  Community  had  been  founded  to  assure 
the  continuance  of  the  College  at  Annonay 
and  to  that  end  the  ten  founders  had  made 
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a  aolattn  proalse  to  their  bishop  to 
derote  themselves  to  the  work  of  edu« 
cation*  In  view  of  the  spread  of  the 
QdMRinlty  to  other  dioceses  It  was  now 
felt  that  thm  i»romlse  of  ld22  should  be 
replaced  by  the  three  vows  of  religion 
and  on  SepteaA^er  24,  1652,  the  meiabers 
took  for  the  first  tlae  the  vows  of 
obedience,  chastity  and  poverty*  The 
•eabers  then  In  Toronto  pronounced  thm 
before  Bishop  Qharbonnel.  Eleven  years 
later  Pope  Plus  IX   granted  the  Congreg* 
atlon  a  decree  of  approbation* 

*he  bright  promise  of  the  first  fifty 
years  was  not  fiaiy  realised  during  the 
succeeding  half  century*  The  growth  was 
alaost  disappointingly  slow*  Aaerlca 
was  still  a  missionary  country  and 
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Toeatlons  were  not  numerous*  In  France ^ 
anti»clerlcal  laws  had  forced  the  Sup<» 
eriors  to  Move  the  Novitiate  first  to 
England  and  then  to  Toronto  with  the 
result  that  the  number  of  French  can- 
didates fell  off.  In  1917  Pope  Benedict 
ZV  promlgated  a  nmn  code  of  Canon  Lav 
and  ordered  religious  communities  to 
revise  their  srules  to  bring  them  Into 
conformity  with  it#  For  the  Baslllaas 
l^hls  raised  a  special  problem  with  re«» 
gard  to  the  vow  of  poverty*  Hitl»rto 
they  had  been  permitted  to  take  a 
modified  vow  in  order  to  get  around 
certain  restrictive  provisions  of 
French  civil  law*  Now^  if  they  were  to 
so  continue  they  would  have  to  take  a 
lower  rank*  The  French  Province  early 
in  1922  asked  to  be  separated  from  the 


7h0  Basllian  Fathers^  1943        92 

Canadian  Provlnca  and  on  the  feaat  of 
St«  Basil  that  year  the  Holy  See  formed 
two  separate  coiamunities  each  with  its 
roots  in  the  old*  The  Members  in  Aser-* 
lea  at  onee  eonforaed  to  the  new  Canon 
ttm  and  in  due  time  Pope  Pius  XZ  gave 
definitire  approbation  to  their  revised 
rule«  At  the  tiwi  of  separation  those 
who  wished  to  return  to  France  were 
allowed  to  and  those  who  did  not  wish 
to  take  the  nmt  irow  of  poverty  were  dis«- 
pensed  from  all  religious  rows  and  per« 
sdtted  to  Join  a  dioeese* 

In  I852  there  were  three  priests  and  two 
soholastios  in  America,  in  1922,  63 
priests,  25  scholastics  and  four  novices 
Today  there  are  190  priests,  132  schol** 
astics  and  25  novices*  In  France,  too. 


;^# 
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there  has  been  growth  of  recent  years # 
Father  Viotorln  Marijon,  whom  soae  of 
you  may  remember^  returned  hoae  in  1922 
^nd  despite  his  71  years  became  almost 
m  second  founder*  He  established  a 
Novitiate  in  Italy  and  from  there  in 
1929  was  able  to  write  to  a  life^long 
friend^  Fatl^r  James  Player,  that  their 
first  novice  had  been  ordained  ai^  to 
outline  a  plan  for  establishing  a 
Seholasticate  at  Annonay*  Since  the 
fall  of  Prance  all  communication  with 
them  has  been  cut  off* 

Zn  the  years  that  have  elapsed  there 
has  been  nothing  spectacular  in  the  life 
of  the  Congregation*  Qod  has  not  pro« 
vided  a  great  saint  as  a  founder,  has 
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not  even  given  one  man  who  can  be  called 
a  Po\mder  in  the  iTullest  sense  of  the 
tern*  Instead  the  Basilian  Fathers 
hare  been  foaraed  by  several  hands^  ea^h 
raised  up  providentially  to  do  a  certain 
work*  Kot  one  man^  but  several  have 
fomed  its  traditions # 

Today  on  the  12st  anniversary  of  the 
^ngregatlon  we  ask  you  to  Join  with 
us  in  prayers  prayer  of  thanksgiving 
for  the  favours  received  since  the  first 
class  was  taught  nearly  150  years  ago{ 
prayer  of  petition  for  the  future  that 
the  present  smubers  may  be  faithful  to 
all  that  is  best  in  the  past,  that  God 
«ay  bless  it  with  vocations  so  that  the 
work  may  continue  and  also  that  in  death 


.^^■M 
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it  vlU  not  be  as  lonely  old  prleste 
that  our  lUTeleae  body  will  be  laid 
before  the  sanctuary  gate*  We  ask  you 
to  pray  for  our  benefactors  of  the  past 
and  of  the  present*  It  is  fitting  to 
recall  at  this  Holy  Hour  that  this  Church 
and  its  priests  are  here  because  a  pion«» 
eer  parishioner^  the  Hon*  John  £lii»iieyi 
had  great  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
mmx%^   and  in  order  to  be  able  to  visit 
his  Eucharistic  Xiord  aK>re  frequently 
gave  a  poartlon  of  his  estate  as  a  site 
for  St<  MichaelU  College  and  St«  Basil  U 
Church* 


(Serson  preached  at  a  Holy  Hour  in  the 
Precious  Blood  Monastery,  and  at  one 
in  St*  Basil^s  Ghurch,  Toronto,  Sunday, 
Xovenber  21,^1943) 
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^rfliatsoerer  He  shall  say  to  you.  do 
3rou#*»  Words  of  tha  Blessed  Virgin  to 
the  stewards  at  the  marriage  feast  of 
Canna  and  her  only  words  spoken  dlr«* 
ectly  to  mmi  that  ha^e  been  recorded 
In  Holy  Scripture* 

%  dear  brethems 

The  public  life  of  Our  Blessed  Lord 
0p«Md  with  a  call  to  penance  t  ^Oo  pen«» 
ance  for  the  kingdom  of  l^aren  is  at 
hand***  As  month  succeeds  month  in  His 
public  life  it  is  possible  to  dlstin^ 
guish  two  standards  of  life  in  His  teach- 
log  mmm  t^hc  Way  of  the  commandments  and 
the  way  of  the  counsels  ~*  the  one  of 
obligation^  the  second  of  election*  For 
all  the  carrying  of  the  cross  is  essea* 
tial  to  the  following  of  Christ •  ^If 
any  one  will  come  after  Me  let  him  deny 
himself  and  take  up  his  cross •**  But  the 
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Aark  of  the  tu3re  apostle  is  to  leave 

all  for  the  sake  of  Chriet.  The  claeslo 

texts  distinguishing  the  two  ways  of 

life  have  been  given  to  us  by  3t*  Mat« 

thew  in  his  aocotmt  of  Our  iK^rd^s  neet« 

ing  with  the  richpung  aan« 

•^If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life,  keep 
the  ooxamandments*^  ^If  thou  wouldst 
be  perfect  •••go  sell  all  thou 
hast  •«#  and  give  it  to  the  poor 
##«  and  cose  follow  Me*** 

We  are  told  that  the  young  man  turned 

away  sad  beoause  he  had  vast  possessions. 

But  from  the  very  foundation  of  the 

Church  there  have  been  thousands  upon 

thousands  of  young  men  and  young  woaten 

to  whott  the  Master  has  extended  this 

same  invitation  and  who  have  listened 

to  the  i»ro0pting  of  their  heavenly 

Mothers^  ^'Whatsoever  He  shall  say  to 

you^  do  you'll  and  who  have  left  all  to 
enter  the  religious  state # 
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At  first  they  lived  with  their  fafflllles^ 
devoting  theoieelves  to  a  life  of  penanee 
and  renunciation;  but  soon  with  the  ad- 
vanelng  decay  of  a  corrupt  pagan  world 
they  began  to  fly  Into  the  wlldnemese 
and  the  desert  to  live  as  hermits  and 
later  as  monks  under  the  rule  of  St# 
Basil  In  the  East  and  that  of  St*  Bene* 
diet  In  the  West.  For  centuries  the 
monastic  life  was  the  only  form  of  the 
religious  llfe«  Generous  souls  quitted 
the  worldp  went  apart  Into  the  less  ln« 
habited  places  that  In  the  peace  and 
solitude  of  the  monastery  they  might 
In  prayer  and  work  give  themselves  up 
to  the  loving  service  of  God«  The  poor 
who  came  to  the  door  of  the  monastery^ 
they  Indeed  fed,  the  Illiterate  they 
taught  In  the  monastery  school ^  but  as 
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a  rule  they  did  not  go  abroad  to  minis* 
ter  to  the  needs  of  the  faithful* 

With  the  growth  of  centres  of  popul«- 
ation  in  the  Middle  Ages^i  th«re  grew 
up  another  fora  of  the  religious  life^ 
the  friars.  These  built  their  houses 
in  or  near  to  the  cities  and  towns  and 
froa  theffl  went  out  to  teach  and  to 
preachy  returning  to  their  aonasteries 
to  find  in  prayer  t}»  spiritual  helps 
that  were  needed  for  their  apostolic 
ainlstry^ 

The  advent  of  the  Refornation  brought 
a  third  type  of  religious  lif e,  one 
especially  devoted  to  the  exercise  of 
the  priestly  minlstz*y  among  the  faithful 
One   of  these  new  Orders^  by  far  the  best 
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known  though  not  the  first  in  time,  was 
the  Society  of  Jesus«  iiThereas  St* 
Benedict  though  not  a  priest  could  be 
the  Bodel  of  the  Benedictines,  and  St» 
Francis  the  perfect  Franciscan  without 
being  a  priest,  the  soldier  saint  of 
Loyola  oust  as  a  grown  oan  go  back  to 
school  and  in  the  lowest  form  begin  the 
long  course  of  studies  for  the  priest«» 
hood  ere  he  could  be  the  exemplar  of 
all  Jesuits*  Because  they  are  vowed 
to  work  among  the  faithful,  SMMbers  of 
these  new  Orders  wear  only  a  plain 
black  habit  with  nought  save  possibly 
a  badge  or  a  mission  cross  to  distin« 
guish  them  from  other  priests* 

The  monastic  life  has  flourished  when<» 
ever  a  group  of  noble  souls  have  been 
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inspired  to  fly  the  world;  the  newer 
font  of  life  finds  its  noblest  esqpres* 
sion  in  the  aldst  of  the  greatest  needs 
of  the  faithful*  And  Just  as  new  oon* 
asteries  were  founded  to  accommodate 
new  groups  of  self«»renouncing  souls ^ 
so  too  Orders  of  the  third  type  have 
been  founded  to  meet  new  needs  in  Holy 
Ghuroh*  The  terrible  destruction  of 
the  Freneh  Revolution  placed  the  Church 
in  France  in  dire  need  and  to  meet  it 
Qod  raised  up  new  Communities  from  the 
very  ashes  of  the  ruins »  Among  these 
new  ^rders  the  Basilian  Fathers  who 
today  serve  this  parish  and  College  are 
numbered*  Begun  by  priests  who  had 
lived  adventurously  with  a  price  upon 
their  headSf  numbering  aisong  its  fo\m«» 
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ders  one  who  had  languished  in  prison 
and  had  been  spared  a  worse  fate  only 
beeause  he  was  then  but  a  seminarian ^ 
it  had  for  its  purpose  the  christian 
education  of  youth  in  and  around  the 
city  of  Annonay,  France^  and  the  exercise 
of  the  priestly  sdnistry  as  the  opportun* 
ity  offered # 

And  iriien  the  call  came  for  further  ser«» 
vice  in  AiMriea,  from  their  fewness 
they  spared  some  of  their  ablest  men# 
7oday  there  are  none  to  remeiA^er  their 
eoAing  for  it  is  nigh  on  to  a  century 
since  the  first  began  his  labours  in 
Toronto;  there  is  scarce  anyone  to  re«> 
member  even  the  last  to  die,  the  gentle 
Father  Charles  Vincent  who  deprived 


Th#  BaslXlan  FatherSt  194d        103 

hi«aelf  of  ordination  amidst  hia  frlanda 
and  ralatlves  that  aran  as  a  aeholaatie 
ha  night  giva  a  portion  of  nls  Ufa  to 
tha  aairvlea  of  God  in  a  distant  land* 
And  yat  thara  rasalns  within  thaaa  hia«» 
toric  walls  ona  silent  reoindar  of  tha 
origin  of  thasa  good  prlaats»  HaTa  you 
arar  noticad  that  tha  inseriptiona  on 
tha  Stations  of  tha  Gross  are  in  Praneh? 

7oday  tha  link  with  Franca  la  aaraly  an 
historle  ona  for  in  1922,  on  tha  oecaalon 
of  tha  eant^fiary  of  tha  founding  of  tha 
Cowranlty,  the  Baailiana  in  Franca  and 
the  BasLlians  in  Ameriea  separated  that 
each  sight  be  the  freer  to  serve  the 
faithful  among  whom  they  worked #  And 
this  has  ever  been  the  spirit  of  the 


Th«  Basllian  Fathers^  19^1^       104 

OoflHunityy  not  the  propagation  of  a  sat 
form  of  education^  not  the  spreading  of 
one  devotion^  but  serrice  to  local  need* 

This  spirit  found  full  expression  in  a 
Yenerable  meab^r  whose  eyes  were  closed 
in  d  eath  at  a  patriarchal  age  but  a 
doswEi  years  ago«  As  a  student  of  St* 
Michael *s  College  in  its  e«rly  days^ 
Father  Robert  McBrady  was  foraed  by 
the  first  Basilians  in  this  countryi 
later  as  a  stiKient  in  France  he  learned 
the  tradition  of  the  Cosmunity  f rMi  the 
survlTing  Founders  thefflselves*  When 
after  sixty  years  In  the  priesthood  be 
was  asked  to  look  back  upon  his  llfe^ 
upon  a  life  that  included  more  than 
fifty  years  of  fUll^^tisMi  teaching}  upon 
a  priestly  career  that  had  brought  hlA 
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the  Sttperiorshlp  of  this  College^  of 
Assumption  ^ollsgS|  and  of  our  SeJainary; 
upon  a  life  that  had  put  hiji  in  tho 
public  oys  as  a  forssKist  pi%>lt  orator} 
upon  a  life  replete  with  quiet  service 
as  a  confessor  and  chaplain  to  nuns  «<-« 
he  remarked  that  It  was  nothing ^  he  had 
merely  tried  to  say  his  prayers  and  do 
his  work*  And  be  It  noted  that  even 
the  Aost  heavily  burdened  teacher  spends 
BK>re  time  In  his  religious  exercises 
than  In  the  elassroon* 

This  evening  the  Baslllan  Fathers  of 
Toronto  have  gathered  In  this  historic 
church  not  only  to  keep  the  feast  of 
the  Presentation  of  the  Blessed  Tlrgln^ 
the  anniversary  of  their  founding,  but 
also  to  consecrate  their  work,  their 
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prayer,  their  whole  lives  to  her 
ulate  Heart*  Last  susner  the  ranking 
priests  of  the  Community,  in  General 
Chapter  assembled,  decreed  this  oon«» 
•eeration  and  tonight  the  Basilian 
Houses  throughout  these  two  eountries 
will  aarry  out  this  order*  In  this 
decree  there  is  nothing  new#  %e  Con«» 
gregation  was  bom  in  a  parish  dedicated 
to  Kary*  l^hen  it  was  a  question  of 
opening  s  College  here  the  Bishop  placed 
it  under  her  protection  and  it  was  a 
change  of  site  that  brought  about  the 
present  name*  When  the  first  priests 
went  forth  from  this  motherhouse  to 
spread  the  Goasaunity  in  this  country, 
they  went  first  to  the  parish  of  St*  Mary 
of  the  Assumption  at  Owen  Sound,  and  to 
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the  College  and  parish  under  the  patron** 
age  of  her  glorious  Assumption  at  Vind«> 
sor«  In  the  United  States  Its  first 
permanent  foundation  was  at  the  hlitorie 
ehureh  of  St«  Anne  in  Detroit*  When  its 
work  spread  to  Western  Canada |  it  was 
to  Stt  Mary's  %ys'  High  School  that 
the  first  to  go  went# 

^hls  love  of  Mary  finds  a  plaee  in  the 
heart  of  every  Baidlian*  "^he  young 
noirioe  is  regularly  admitted  to  his 
holy  vows  either  on  the  feast  of  her 
Assumptioni  August  15th|  or  on  the  feast 
of  her  Holy  Kame,  Septeaher  12th|  that 
he  may  the  more  perfectly  entirust  his 
religious  and  his  priestly  life  to  her 
protections^ 

In  a  few  minutes  the  dilegate  of  the 
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Superior  General  will  read  the  formal 
act  of  consecration*  While  he  is  doing 
eOf  amy  I  ask  you  to  bz^athe  a  silent 
prayer  for  each  and  every  member  of  the 
Congregation^  b^  he  young  or  old,  be 
his  post  high  or  low,  be  his  task  easy 
or  difficult,  that  he  may  always  lend  a 
ready  ear  to  the  whispering  of  his 
heavenly  mother,  "^Whatsoerer  He  shall 
say  to  you,  do  you«^ 

(Sermon  preached  in  St*  St#  Basil ♦s 
Church,  Toronto,  •Wday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 21,  194^,  on  the  occasion  or  the 
consecration  of  the  Basilian  Fathers 
to  tl:^  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary) 
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If  any  man  will  eooNi  after  Ns^  let  hia 
deny  himself^  and  take  up  his  eross^ 
and  follow  Me*  (Matt.  16^  24) 

Tou  will  recall  that  in  the  early  days 
of  this  Aonth  the  large  arueifix  on  the 
east  wall  was  surrounded  by  steel  scaf« 
folding*  The  passing  years  had  not 
been  kind  -^  the  paint  had  darkened  «~ 
the  plaster  of  the  figure  was  soratched 
and  ehipped  «-»»  on  the  right  hand  so 
badly  that  the  artist  had  to  replaee 
all  the  fingers*  Now  the  w  ork  of 
restoration  has  been  happily  accomp<p 
lished^  the  scaffolding  has  been  taken 
away  and  thnaks  to  the  loving  zeal  of 
the  present  pastor  the  crucifix  is  as 
beautiful  as  the  day  it  was  placed  in 
the  church* 

And  it  was  at  this  time  of  year  that  j  ^ 
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It  was  first  hung  on  that  wall*  In  ths 
sarly  Spring  of  XB$1  ths  RodemptoriSt 
Fathers  cams  to  St*  ^atrick^s  Chixrch^ 
ths  parish  to  ths  south  and  west  of  St* 
BaiAl^s*  At  ones  Father  Iiatirence  6ren« 
nan^  your  pastor^  asked  them  for  two 
priests  to  preach  a  Mission*  They  eame 
late  in  October;  and  at  its  dose  on 
t}^  first  Sunday  of  NoTeaiber  they 
solemnly  erected  this  large  oruoifix 
to  perpetuate  the  graees  of  tdie  first 
Mission  given  in  St*  Basil* a  ^hureh* 

Zn  the  pagan  world  of  ancient  tines 
the  cross  was  not  an  omaaent*  It  was 
an  instruoent  of  extreae  curelty  and 
death  on  the  cross  was  a  punishment 
inflicted  only  on  the  worst  criBiinalS| 
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on  those  whos  offsnses  calls  d  for  the 
ssYsrsst  punishBent#  But  from  the  davn 
of  Christianity  the  cross  has  been  an 
object  of  religious  veneration*  Our 
Lord^s  death  upon  it  changed  it  trtm  an 
instrument  of  ignomy  into  a  symbol  of 
triumph.  Today  it  is  the  cross  that 
distinguishes  Catholic  churches  from 
the  meeting  places  of  non*»CatholicSt 
Within  the  church  the  cross  has  the 
place  of  honour  over  the  main  altar^ 
there  to  remind  priest  and  people  alike 
of  the  Sacrifice  of  Calvary*  Pro«* 
cessions  are  led  by  the  cores  and  when 
His  Eminenceit  our  Cariinal  Archbiahop, 
valks  in  them  a  cross  is  carried  im«> 
mediately  before  him  and  with  the  image 
of  the  Crucified  turned  towards  him* 
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The  cross  in  his  coat  lapel  identifies 
the  staunch  Catholic  aan»  It  is  an 
oranment  worn  by  good  Catholic  woaen* 
A  ehzdstian  hoae  without  a  crucifix  is 
unthinkable*  ^here  it  stands  repeating 

to  the  entire  family  the  words  of 

» 

Christ,  ^If  any  man  will  come  after  Me, 
let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 
cross,  and  follow  Me«** 

The  very  form  of  yonder  cross  proclaims 
this#  Its  imds  are  not  plain*  At  each 
extremity  there  are  three  half  circles • 
In  the  language  of  heraldry  it  is  a 
cross  bottony  or  trefoil*  The  half 
circles  represent  buds*  Tou  recall 
that  Our  Lord  said,  ^I  am  the  Vine,  you 
are  the  branches'**  The  pastor  and  the 
good  missionaries  realised  this  full  well 
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and  hence  they  chose  this  type  of  cross 
that  all  who  see  It  might  recall  that 
the  branch  which  Is  their  life  bears 
fruit  only  when  the  bud  from  which  it 
springs  is  attached  to  the  cross  of 
Christ*  ^Por  without  Me  you  can  do 
nothing  •*» 

Friday  last  I  had  the  privilege  of 
assisting  at  a  profess  on  eereiMny  in 
the  Monastery  of  the  Precious  Bloody 
Just  across  3t»  Joseph  Street*  In  the 
oerei^nies  of  that  day  slsc  young  ladies 
took  part*  They  had  denied  themselTes, 
they  had  carried  their  cross,  they  were 
following  Christ*  During  the  unfolding 
of  their  Tocation  they  had  at  times 
stumbled  and  fallen*  Sometimes  they 
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picked  thefflselTSS  up  quickly,  sometliBes 
slowly I  but  always  they  had  zdsen  to 
follow  Christ  In  a  more  perfect  way* 
For  two  it  was  the  day  of  their  per** 
petual  profession*  Before  this  last 
step  there  is  a  pause*  Tl^  eross  is 
taken  froa  their  shoulder  and  laid  upon 
the  ground*  Then  in  perfect  imitation 
of  their  Divine  Master  they  place  thesK 
selves  upon  it  and  firmly  fasten  thesK 
selves  to  it  by  their  holy  vows*  Too 
numbed  with  holy  Joy  they  do  not  feel 
immediately  the  pain  of  these  holy  nails; 
but  soon^  perhaps  ere  the  day  is  out« 
they  will  experience  the  cost  not  only 
of  chastity,  but  also  of  poverty  and 
obedience*  There  they  hang  in  the 
world  but  not  of  it*  And  while  they 
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hang  upon  the  cross  thsrs  stands  be- 
neath It  Mbtyp   the  Mother  of  Jssiis# 
She  who  stood  beneath  the  eross  of  her 
Divine  Son  until  she  took  His  lifeless 
^ody  into  her  arms^  will  also  stand  be- 
neath theirs,  compassionate  of  hearty 
until  the  blessed  day  when  she  iiill  re<» 
eeive  their  souls  into  her  outstretched 
arM# 

Today  Ood  calls  some  of  you  to  serve  Rim 
in  the  religious  state;  for  more  the 
call  is  to  the  priesthood}  for  others 
the  work  of  this  College  and  Parish# 
Nay  your  response  to  His  inritation  be 
loving  and  generous*  And  He  Who  loves 
a  generous  giver^  Re  Who  is  the  God  of 
love  will  not  be  outdone  in  generosity, 
will  not  be  outdone  in  love* 
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To  thonm  whoA  He  oalls  to  senre  Hin  la 

the  lay  state^  Our  BlTlne  Saviour  like** 

wise  addresses  the  words t 

"If  any  aian  inllX  come  after  Me^  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 
eresiji  and  follow  )fe»# 

There  is  not  other  path  to  heaven  than 

the  way  of  the  Cross «  The  outstretehed 

armi  of  the  oross  firmly  block  that 

narrow  road#  Look  oarefully  at  yon 

hlstorie  cross*  Notice  that^  although 

it  is  a  ttlssion  cross,  erected  to  speak 

to  the  people  about  their  sins,  that  the 

face  of  Christ  is  turned  away  from  the 

<^ngregation,  is  inclined  to  the  altar 

where  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass  is 

offered,  to  the  sanctuary  rail  where 

the  Bread  of  Ufe  is  given  to  be  the 

food  of  your  souls «  In  the  sacrament 

of  the  Eucharist  Our  Lord  comes  down 
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down  upon  th«  altar  in  the  Sacrifiee  of 
the  Maae«  When  you  approach  the  coa« 
munlon  rail  It  must  be  in  the  eaerlflee 
of  self  ~  acts  of  self-denial  — - 
crosses  borne  in  the  footsteps  of  Christ* 
You  wonder  why  Frequent  Coaamunion  does 
not  siake  you  better?  Why  the  years 
show  so  little  iMproY^&mt  in  your  life? 
Tou  have  come  empty-handed  to  the  altar 
rail«  Perhaps  this  very  day#  The 
cross  has  not  been  part  of  your  life# 
Christ  redeemed  the  world  by  His  Cross« 
He  applies  the  graces  of  that  Redemp  m 
tion  through  the  cross*  The  Bread  of 
Life  is  consecrated  in  the  Sacrifice  of 
the  Kassg  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Cross 
offered  in  an  unbloody  manner*  The 
Bread  of  Ufe  will  not  be  lif e-giTing 
for  you  without  sacrifice  —  sacrifice 
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of  self.  You  cannot  tntpact  grsat  pro-* 

fit  from  y^oixr  Communions  without  th« 

cross #  To  generations  of  students  and 

of  parishioners  yonder  eross  has  tau^ty 

''He  that  taketh  not  up  his  oross 
is  not  worthy  of  Me.'* 

tZf  any  man  will  come  after  Me^  let 
him  deny  himself ^  and  take  up  his 
eross^  and  follow  Me*** 


(Sermon  preached  in  3t«  Basil *s  Church, 
Toronto,  Sunday  evening  October  30^ 
i949) 
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Teach  as  goodness  and  discipline  and 
knowledge*  (Ps»  116 »  66)  Bonitatem  et 
Diseipllnaa  et  Solent iaa  doce  me*  Words 
taken  froA  the  old  Latin  translation  of 
the  Book  of  Psalos  and  used  by  the 
Basllian  Fathers  as  their  sot to* 

Mf  dear  brethemt 

k  little  less  than  two  hundred  jrears 
ago 9  in  southern  France ,  in  one  of  the 
fewparts  of  that  country  where  the 
Protestant  Reforoation  had  found  a 
foothold  and  where  in  the  interrening 
years  Catholics  and  Protestants  had 
both  learned  to  get  along  together^  a 
newly  ordained  priest^  Father  Joseph 
Ziapierrey  sang  his  First  Solenn  Mass 
surroumled  by  happy  relatives  and 
friends*  He  began  his  priestly  ainis«» 
try  in  troubled  times  ^  wars  and  ruB»>urs 
of  wars I  widespread  discontent ,  and  an 
indifference  to  religion  that  was  fast 
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turning  into  a  hatred  of  God  and  of  all 
things  aaorod*  Vithin  a  faw  years  the 
terrible  French  Revolution  broke^  dir- 
ecting its  fux^y  not  only  against  the 
Govemaenti  iRit  also  against  the  Cath«» 
olic  Church.  Father  Iiapierre  went  under-* 
ground*  Travelling  in  disguise^  often 
only  by  night ,  he  worked  in  secret  among 
Catholics  over  a  wide  area*  When  the 
fury  of  the  Revolution  waned|  he  put 
aside  his  disguise  and  beease  pastor  of 
the  renote  and  aountainous  parish  of 
3t«  Syttphorien-de^Mahum* 

The  Revolution  had  close  all  Catholic 
schools*  It  was  not  safe  to  re«^pen 
theffl  in  the  cities^  but  his  Bishop  thought 
that  a  school  in  a  little  place  like  St. 
Synphorien  would  escape  the  notice  of 
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thii  authorities  and  that  it  would  ba  a 
source  of  urgently  needed  vocations # 
Father  Lapierre  was  taken  by  surprise* 
He  had  not  been  trained  as  a  teaohert 
but  his  objections  wore  oountered  with 
the  assurance  that  the  Iiord  would  supply 
for  his  lack  of  training*  ^Ask^  and  it 
shall  be  given  to  you***  Row  this  text 
of  Sacred  Scripture  occurs  at  the  end 
of  the  parable  of  the  man  who  had  a 
friend  drop  in  on  him  unexpectedly  and 
at  night*  The  owner  of  the  house  was 
embarrassed  because  he  had  no  food  to 
set  before  his  guest.  In  his  difficulty 
he  wont  to  a  neighbour  and  begged  of 
him  three  loaves*  Why  three  loaves? 
Why  not  oneT,  two?  or  even  four?  We 
do  not  know^  but  we  do  know  that  Father 
Xiaplerre  resolved  to  set  before  the 
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students  whom  his  Bishop  was  tmsxpsc- 
tsdly  ssnding  three  loaves  ~»  goodness, 
dlsoipline  and  knowledge*  Bonitatea  et 
Disciplinam  et  Scientiaa  doce  me*  Teach 
sie  goodness,  and  discipline  and  know« 
ledge* 

This  HK>ming  in  your  beautiful  church  a 
newly  ordained  priest,  who  is  one  of 
your  own  and  yrho   is  a  spiritual  son  of 
Father  Lapierre,  is  singing  his  First 
Solemn  Mass  surrounded  by  happy  rel« 
atives  and  friends*  In  a  good  Catholic 
home  he  was  formed  in  goodness  from  his 
birth*  In  the  parochial  school,  before 
the  altar  of  his  parish  church  he  learned 
i%«L  Later  at  Aquinas  Institute,  at  St* 
Michael U  College,  in  the  first  exercise 
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of  his  future  apostolate  at  Catholie 
Csntral  High  Sohool  for  Boys  in  Detroit | 
in  St*  Basil^s  Seminary^  it  was  given 
the  first  place*  Friday  last  it  was 
required  of  hia,  for  when  his  elass  was 
presented  to  the  ordaining  prelate^ 
Cardinal  Mo^uigan^  before  eosmeneing 
the  ordination  ceremony  His  Eminence 
turned  to  theSuperior  of  the  Seminary 
and  questioned  hims  ''Dost  thou  know  them 
to  be  worthy?** 

And  he  has  been  formed  in  discipline# 
To  our  minds  discipline  means  bonds  im-» 
posed  from  without;  limits  set  on  one^s 
conduct •  In  School  and  Novitiate  and 
Seminary  restrictions^  at  times  b^y^j^^ 
have  been  imposed  on  him*  But  the  word 
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laplles  something  ffiors.  It  also  Asaas 
bonds  lAposed  from  within,  self  denial^ 
the  regulation  of  one^s  conduct  by  the 
virtue  of  prudttiee*  Indeed  one  saint 
eoMsenting  on  this  passage  of  Scripture 
lunuMlated  the  ^tin  i^rd  **discipllnaa*' 
not  as  discipline^  but  as  prudence,  the 
better  to  bring  out  this  part  of  its 
•eaning.  And  as  a  priest  there  will  be 
things,  good  and  lawful  in  themselTOS, 
which  he  will  have  to  forego  because  it 
will  no  longer  be  prudent  for  him  to  do 
tl^ii« 

haQ%   in  rank,  but  more  public  in  emphasis 
is  knowledge «  Bachelor  in  Arts  and  can«» 
didate  for  the  Master's  degree  at  the 
University  of  'Toronto,  graduate  in  edu* 
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eatlon  of  the  University  of  Detroit^ 
ordained  by  dispensation  of  the  Holy 
See  at  the  end  of  three  years  Theology^ 
he  must  complete  a  fourth  year  of 
Theology  before  beginning  the  publie 
MMMToise  of  all  his  priestly  powers* 
Then  for  five  additional  years  he  will 
undergo  annual  examinations  in  Theology 
He  has  and  he  will  continue  to  aequire 
knowledge # 

A  few  weeks  ago^  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
June^  I  was  pres^it  at  a  First  Mass  in 
my  home  parish*  The  preacher  was  a 
fiedemptorist  Father  whose  parents  had 
liired  two  houses  away  from  my  own  hMie# 
In  his  sermon  he  told  the  congregation 
that  there  is  only  one  priesthood^  that 
of  Jesus  Christ  which  is  communicated 
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to  the  priests  of  ths  Catholic  Church 

wl^io  personally  exercise  It  In  His  place 

and  in  His  name*  The  priest  is  another 

Christ «  When  he  teaches  it  is  Jesus 

Christ  tfho  speaks  through  the  priest ^s 

oouth*  Whoever  listens  to  the  voice  of 

the  priest 9  listens  to  the  voice  of 

Christ;  and  whoever  refuses  to  listen 

to  the  voice  of  the  priest  refuses  to 

listen  to  the  voice  of  Christ # 

<*He  that  heareth  you^  heareth  lfe» 
and  he  that  4espiseth  you« 
desplseth  Me«''  (Luke  10,  16} 

Pointing  to  the  confessionals  the  Red«» 

esiptorist  Father  went  ons  ^Supposing 

that  Jesus  Christ  caaie  in  Person  from 

^eaven  into  this  chtarch  and  went  into 

the  confessional  on  the  Gospel  side* 

And  supposing  at  the  sasne   time  a  priest 

is  hearing  confessions  on  the  Epistle 
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aide*  Of  or  the  penitent  on  His  side 
Our  Lord  will  say,  **I  absolve  thee*^ 
Over  the  penitimt  on  the  other  side^ 
the  priest  will  say^  *•!  absolve  thee*« 
In  each  ease  the  penitent  is  eqiially 
pardonned,  equally  freed  from  sin*** 

Jesus  Christp  the  Eternal  Priesti  and 
His  priests  bom  in  time  are  not  a 
mnltitude  of  priests^  but  one  priest* 
In  the  exereise  of  his  priestly  power 
the  man  disappears  and  his  personality 
is  eonverted  into  that  of  the  Sternal 
Priest  who  gives  him  power  to  say  at 
the  aaoment  of  absolution^  ^I  absolve 
thee**^  and  at  the  moc^nt  of  oonseoration 
the  power  to  say,  '♦This  is  My  Body*** 
Zneteen  hundred  and  more  years  ago  Jesus 
Christ  lived  and  walked  upon  this  earth* 
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Today  He  llras  and  acts  in  Hla  prlaata 
lAioa  Ho  ohooaas  from  amoikg 


Naaaa  told  the  prlaata  of  tha  Old  Law^^ 
"Ood  hath  aaparatad  you  from  all  tha 
paopla  and  Jolnad  you  to  Hiaaalf  that 
you  might  aarra  Hiia  in  tha  aaanrica  of 
tha  Tabamaela  and  ainiatar  to  Him* 
(Hum*  16^  9)«  ^ha  altar  rail  is  tha 
outward  sign  of  this  aaparation#  No 
longer  will  Father  Rita  worship  with 
his  family  and  his  friends  in  the  body 
of  the  church.  Froa  henceforth  ha  la 
Ilka  St#  Paul^  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christy 
separated  unto  the  Gospel  of  God*  Tou 
have  not  chosen  Me^  but  I  have  chosen 
you* 

Becauae  the  prleat  continues  the  work  of 
(%rist  on  earth  it  la  fitting  that  he 
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should  ooamencs  his  prlsstly  ministry  at 
that  point  at  which  Our  Lord  ceased  His 
personal  ministry  on  earth*  On  the 
Mount  of  Olives^  immediately  before  His 
Ascension^  after  giving  His  last  ooim«* 
sels  to  the  apostles  and  disciples 
gathered  about  Him^  the  final  act  of  Our 
Lord  on  earth  uras  to  bless  them*  In 
imitation  of  his  Divine  Master  it  has 
been  the  custom  for  centuries  for  a 
newly  ordained  priest  to  give  his  bless« 
ing  at  the  beginning  of  his  priestly 
life,  taking  up  where  0\ir  Lord  left 
off #  At  the  end  of  this  Mass,  when 
the  newly  anointed  hand  of  Father  Robert 
Bits  is  raised  in  benediction  over  your 

head^  ask  Our  Lord^  tt^  Eternal  Priest^ 

* 

the  three  loaves  of  goodness^  discipline 
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and  knowledge*  Bonitatem  et  Dlsciplinaa 
•t  Solentlaa  doce  me*  Teaeh  me  good-* 
ness  and  discipline  and  knowledge* 

(Semon  preached  at  the  First  Nass  of 
Father  Robert  G*  Rits^  Jxdy  1.  1951t 
in  St«  Margaret  Mary  Church.  Eochesterg 
Hew  Tork) 
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'Whatsoever  He  ahalX  aay  to  you^  do  ye*** 
Words  of  the  Bleaaed  Tlrgln  aa  recorded 
in  the  Goapel  of  St*  John^  Ohap*  2^  y«5 

IWo  weeka  of  Our  Lord* a  Public  Life  have 
been  aingled  out  for  a  detailed  account 
by  the  writers  of  the  Gospels*  With  one 
of  these  weeks  you  are  fasiiliar*  Its 
SYOnta  have  often  been  in  your  thoughts 
and  in  your  prayera#  l%at  week  is  the 
Uet  we^  of  His  Public  hit^^   Holy  Week# 
Tl»i  other  ^  concerning  whose  events  wm 
have  been  given  a  full  account^  la  the 
first  week  in  Our  Lord* a  Public  Life^  a 
Wisek  with  much  to  help  beginnera  in  the 
apiritual  liife* 

Tou  are  faailiar  with  nany  of  ita  eventa* 
Our  Lord  had  gone  into  the  desert  to  pray 
and  fast  for  forty  daya,  then  He  began 
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His  Public  Life.  The  devil  took  Hia 
up  into  a  high  place  and  tempted  Hin« 
He  was  baptized  with  the  baptism  of  3t« 
John  the  Baptist*  He  began  to  choose 
His  apostles*  He  went  to  the  «arriage 
feast  at  CSana  where  His  Blessed  Mother 
had  already  gone  to  assist  in  the  pre«» 
parations«  For  some  reason  the  wine 
began  to  run  shorty  perhaps  because  Our 
liord  had  brought  %fith  Him  His  newly 
gathered  apostles  and  disciples*  To 
the  serrants  our  Blessed  Mother  addressed 
the  wordSy  ^nfhatsoever  He  shall  say  to 
you,  do  ye*'*  And  you  know  the  reward 
of  their  obedience* 

These  same  words  have  been  addressed  to 
religious  of  aU  ages  by  Our  Blessed 
Not her 9  and  the  reward  for  obedience  has 
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never  been  any  lees  fruitful  than  the 
renmnl  of  thoee  Paleetinian  eenrante^ 

Our  first  Superior  General  heard  thrai^ 
Father  Joseph  BouYier  Xapierre  had  been 
already  a  priest  for  nearly  twenty  years 
when  the  voice  of  Christ  oaae  to  hi« 
through  his  bishop*  He  had  been  a  eur«» 
ate«  He  had  been  an  underground  priest 
during  the  worst  of  the  French  Eevolu<» 
tion,  and  i»>w  he  had  a  little  parish  of 
his  own*  He  was  engaged  in  a  oinistry 
for  which  he  had  been  trained^  which 
was  congenial  to  hia«  And  now  his 
bishop  asked  hi«  to  turn  aside  from  it^ 
and  begin  the  work  of  iNtucation*  Mind^ 
ful  of  the  words  of  the  Blessed  firgin, 
he  deferred  to  the  wish  of  his  bishop^ 
and  the  work  of  education  begun  in  a 
siaall  way  soon  prospered « 
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But  Grod  did  not  speak  to  Father  Laplerre 
once  only*  **oae  years  later  he  required 
of  him  a  second  sacrifice*  This  time  he 
vms  forty  years  ordained*  His  class** 
sates  and  eonteoiporaries  were  retiring 
tnm  the  most  active  Binistry^  into  less 
arduous  work*  At  this  time  his  bishop 
was  dead  and  the  Holy  Father  had  not  ap« 
pointed  another*  It  was  the  7icar  Gen« 
eral  who  spoke  to  him  In  the  place  of 
Christ f  ^e  asked  him  to  undertake  the 
foimding  of  a  religious  community* 
After  forty  years  as  a  diocesan  priest^ 
he  was  asked  to  change  his  way  of  life, 
to  make  new  sacrifices*  And  he  did| 
with  fruits  that  are  being  reaped  by 
the  Church  today^  in  his  native  dioceee 
and  elsewhere* 


^m 
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The  voice  of  Christ  coaes  to  Indiridual 
Members^  as  well  as  to  those  in  author- 
ity*  Take  for  example ^  Father  Charles 
Tincent^  for  whoa  St«  Charles  College 
has  been  named*  He  had  already  re«* 
nounced  a  promising  career  as  an  oper«> 
atlc  singer,  when  a  few  aK>nths  away 
from  his  ordination  his  superior  g«:ieral 
asked  him  to  give  up  his  plan  for  or«» 
dlnation  among  his  friemis  and  family, 
to  renounce  plans  for  his  First  Solemn 
Mass  in  his  parish  church,  and  to  go  to 
Canada  as  a  scholastic  and  take  i^rt  in 
the  founding  of  St*  Michael *s  College* 
It  meant  more  than  leaving  his  native 
country,  it  meant  learning  a  new  and  for 
him  a  difficult  language*  It  meant  cesK 
Ing  to  a  country  which  was  still  under 
the  Society  for  the  Propgatlon  of  the 
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Faith*  Al  this  he  did,  and  your  prm-» 
••nee  here  this  morning  Is  part  of  hie 
reward  for  heeding  the  words  of  Our 
Blessed  Mother,  'nfhatsoeTer  He  shall 
•ay  to  you,  do  ye*** 

But  the  oall  of  Christ  and  the  need  for 
heeding  Is  not  sooethlng  burled  In  hls«* 
tory*  It  Is  sooethlng  that  goes  on  In 
our  midst*  A  few  years  ago.  Our  Lord 
spoke  through  His  Vlear  on  Earth,  Pope 
Plus  ZZI  to  Father  Charles  Bourne  and  to 
Father  E*J#  MoGorkell«  ^  oall^  upon 
all  religious  oomiaunltles  to  undertake 
a  r^iovatlon^  to  help  one  another  # 
Father  Roume  and  Father  MoCorkell  lls« 
tened  to  the  adYlee  of  Our  Blessed 
Mother,  and  last  year  on  Septraber  29th, 
It  fell  to  Father  George  Flahlff  to  put 
Into  exeoutlon  the  decree  of  union  Issued 
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m  tmi  months  earlier  by  the  Holy  Father* 
The  preeenee  of  two  eandldates  froei 
France  is  but  the  first  reward  of  oiir 
obedience  to  the  Toice  of  Christ  coming 
to  us  thz*ough  His  Vicar  on  earth « 

The  most  glorious  pages  in  our  history 
were  written  when  Basilians  listened  to 
Our  Blessed  Mother  telling  them^  '*What« 
soever  He  shall  say  to  you^  do  ye#** 
Acul  the  dark  pages  are  the  fruit  of  not 
obeying.  There  have  b%mi  times  when  the 
voice  of  Christ  went  unanswered ,  and  when 
we  reaped  the  bitter  fruit  of  going  our 
own  way#  And  what  has  happened  in  the 
past  will  happen  also  in  the  future  if 
we  fail  to  heed  the  advice  of  Our  Blessed 
Mother^ 

This  Burning  you  are  at  the  beginning  of 
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your  religious  life*  In  a  fev  minutes 
you  will  be  fomally  received*  Toaorrow, 
and  a  feir  weeks  later  nine  of  you  will 
take  first  vows*  Ctod  has  already  spoken 
to  you  in  calling  you  to  this  Novitiate* 
Tou  have  heeded  His  call  and  made  the 
necessary  sacrifices ,  and  for  some  these 
may  have  bem  considerable*  But  that 
is  not  enough*  Ood  will  speak  to  you 
again  through  your  Superior  General* 
PerbapSg  like  Father  Vincent,  He  will 
ask  you  to  serve  Him  in  a  country  dis«* 
tant  from  your  native  land,  perhaps  He 
will  ask  you  to  prefch  His  Word  in  a 
tongue  that  is  not  your  own*  Certainly 
He  will  ask  of  you  constant  and  un» 
swerving  obedience  to  your  rule  and  to 
your  superiors.  Give  it  to  Him*  Tou 
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win  never  regret  it.  At  this  beginning 
of  your  religious  life^  listen  to  the 
words  spoken  by  Oiur  Blessed  Mother  to 
those  who  were  the  first  to  benefit 
fros  the  ministry  of  her  Divine  Sons^s 
Public  ULfe^  ^nihatsoever  He  shall  say 
to  you,  do  ye^** 

(Sermon  preaehed  at  the  reception  of 
the  religious  habit  at  St*  Basil U  ' 
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This  aoming  instead  of  prsaehing  a 
sermon  to  you  suited  to  the  opening  of 
school  this  wedc^  or  a  sermon  suited 
to  the  holiday  tosorrow^  Labor  Day^  I 
would  sahre  with  you  some  thoughts  on 
nhat  is  for  »i  a  particular  anniversary* 
It  was  on  Sunday^  Sept^iber  2ndg  thirty- 
four  years  ago  that  I  left  hoM  to  enter 
%hm  Roiritiate  of  the  Basilian  Fathers 
and  began  «y  ianediate  preparation  for 
the  priesthoods  Z  had  lournn  themi  for 
eight  years^  hairing  entered  St*  Michael^ s 
College  School^  Toronto^  in  1920^  and 
four  years  later  having  entered  the  Arts 
Departaenb  from  ^ich  I  graduated  with 
a  degree  of  the  University  of  Toronto* 
After  sy  first  Mass  this  morning^  a 
MMber  of  the  class  of  1925,  who  had 
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helped  t6  Introduce  and  initiate  mf 
freahnan  elaaa  came  up  and  spoke  to  ae» 
Today  Z  would  tell  you  eMMrt^hing  about 
the  Baellian  Fathers  wh(»  I  Joined  on 
this  date  in  192d« 

Two  hundred  years  ago  a  young  Freneh  boy» 
Joseph  Lapierre^  felt  the  stirrings  of 
a  priestly  vocation  in  his  heart #  In 
due  tiffle  he  was  ordained^  served  an  ap«» 
prenticeship  as  a  curate ^  went  tinder*^ 
ground  during  the  persecution  of  the 
French  Revolution  and  finally  in  179^ 
achieved  the  ambition  of  every  curate^ 
a  pari^  of  his  own*  It  was  a  saaU 
churchy  a  bit  smaller  than  this  church* 
Hardly  had  he  Altered  upon  his  new 
duties  ehen  his  Bishop  asked  hiffl^  now 
in  his  early  fox*ties^  to  change  the 


Th«  Basilian  Fathers,  1962        142 

direction  of  his  life  and  to  teach  Latin 

to  ft  saall  group  of  boys  who  showed 

signs  of  a  priestly  vocation*  In  his 

consent 9  his  saying  '^les,  a  new  religious 

eoomunlty  was  bom  with  Archbishop  d*ATlau 

as  its  Founder  and  Father  Lapierre  as 

its  first  Superior*  It  was  bom  of  a 

diocesan  need*  That  has  always  been 

the  tradition  of  %im   Basillan  Fathers* 

Some  of  the  older  Qoamunlties  propagate 

ft  special  derotion,  e*g#  the  Do0inlcans 

spread  derotion  to  the  Rosary*  The 

Basillan  Fathers  have  no  special  devotion 

to  spread*  They  do  not  have  a  strikingly 

distinctive  habit  as  do  the  brown  clad 

and  sandle  shod  Franciscans*  They  do 

not  have  ft  special  system  of  education* 

In  all  things  they  are  ready  to  try  to 
meet  a  local  need* 
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It  was  a  local  need  that  brought  thea 
to  Aaeriea*  A  graduate  of  Father  La** 
pierre^s  school  was  consecrated  second 
Bishop  of  ^orontOp   then  ^bzj   much  m 
adssionarjr  diocese*  He  needed|  priests, 
£nglish«>speaking  inriests  and  asked  his 
old  teachers  for  their  English  teacher, 
Father  Patrick  Molonejr*  Two  yesurs  later 
he  was  back  agaia«  He  needed  priests 
to  fouTMl  a  school*  Again  his  need  was 
set 9  but  this  tioe  it  required  an  act 
of  humility  because  it  was  known  that 
he  had  tried  to  get  two  of  the  older 
Orders  to  take  it,  but  a  nissionary 
college  did  not  fit  into  their  plans* 

Father  Jean  Soulerin  who  was  sent  to 
Toronto  in  1^52  as  first  Superior  of  3t« 
Michael *s  College  was  a  reaarkable  aan# 
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In  one  of  his  classes  in  Prance  he  had 
52  boys«  Fift]r«>one  of  then  beeaae 
priests*  In  Toronto  he  continued  his 
work  in  proaoting  vocations,  though  with 
•osewhat  less  success  than  he  had  in 
France*  Ko  sooner  had  he  obtained  a 
few  priests  for  his  coa^iiunity  than  the 
Bishop  of  Hafldlton  came  to  hi«»  Re 
needed  priests  for  Owen  Sound  and  its 
fldsslons*  On  J\ikj  19,  1^6J,  ninety- 
nine  years  agOt  Father  Soulerin  sent 
hifli  two.  One  of  thea  was  Father  Franqois 
Qranottier,  a  young  priest  froa  France 
who  had  spent  a  year  in  Toronto  learning 
English  and  who  was  now  judged  able  to 
get  along  in  it.  I  know  of  at  least 
one  couple  whoa  he  aarried  and  who  caae 
back  to  have  hia  celebrate  the  Mass  of 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary. 
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Tou  are  asaleting  at  Mass  this  aorniiig 
in  one  of  the  largest  parishes,  terri* 
torially  speaking,  in  Southern  Ontario* 
Along  the  shores  of  the  Georgian  Bay, 
to  the  east  it  begins  where  the  Arch- 
diocese of  Toronto  ends  a  few  niles 
west  of  CoUingwood  with  Thombury  as 
the  first  Mission  Church  in  the  parii^* 
Zt  continues  along  the  Georgian  Bay,  up 
to  the  tip  of  Tobermory  and  continues 
down  f4ike  Huron  a  few  adles  past  Port 
Elgin  to  where  another  parish  of  the 
Diocese  of  Hamilton  adjoins  the  Oio« 
MM  of  London.  At  one  time  it  went 
further  south,  but  a  number  of  parishes 
ha^e  been  cut  off  St«  lfaryU# 

niis  morning  I  offered  my  first  Mass  in 
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thanksglTlng  for  the  graces  Qod  has 
given  to  ae  in  the  rears  since  I  entered 
the  Baslllan  HoTltlate*  I  ask  70U  to 
join  with  mm   In  your  prayers*  This 
afternoon,  perhaps  this  oomingi  other 
young  men  will  be  leaving  their  homes 
to  enter  the  Baslllan  NoTltlate,  at 
Srindale  Just  ou:tside  Toronto,  and  at  . 
Pontiae,  Michigan*  Pray  for  their  perw 
sererance*  Pray  that  others  will  follow 
in  their  footsteps*  If  you  do  so,  then 
there  will  be  Baslllan  priests  in  the 
future  to  meet  the  needs  of  Bishops,  of 
priests,  of  people,  to  meet  your  needs* 

(Sermon  preached  at  St*  Thomas  Churchy 
Viarton,  Ontario,  Sunday  Septesiber  2, 
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Mjr  dear  confreres: 

Instead  of  preaehlng  a  sermon  to  you 
this  morning^  I  liould  share  with  you 
setts  thoughts  on  what  is  for  ami  a  pri- 
vate anniversary*  It  was  on  Sunday^ 
September  2nd^  thirty«»four  years  age 
that  I  entered  the  Novitiate^  then 
located  behind  Holy  Rosary  ^huroh,  Tor« 
onto*  In  coming  to  the  Novitiate  Z 
obeyedi^  as  you  have  obeyed  this  year, 
the  order  that  Ood  first  gave  to  Abraham! 

"•Oo  forth  out  of  they  country, 
and  from  thy  kindred,  and  out 
of  thy  fathered  house,  and  come 
into  the  land  which  I  shall 
show  you*"  (Gen*  12,  1) 

Whatever  talents  you  bring  to  the  Novi- 
tiate, whatever  graces  God  haS  given  you 
up  till  now,  are  no  o^re  than  a  faint 
promise  of  what  He  will  show  you  in  the 
new  land  of  the  religious  and  priestly 
life  that  you  are  entering # 
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T^  hundred  years  ago  the  beginnings  of 
a  vocation  to  the  priesthood  were  stlrr<» 
lag  In  the  heart  of  Joseph  Bourler  La* 
plerre«  In  due  time  he  was  ordained^ 
served  an  a  pprentleeshlp  as  a  euratSi^ 
went  underground  during  the  persecution 
of  the  Preneh  Revolution  and  finally  In 
his  early  forties  achieved  the  ambition 
of  every  assistant ^  a  parish  of  his  owtt# 
8t«  Symphorlen  was  a  small  country 
churchy  pertiaps  a  little  more  than  twice 
as  big  as  this  chapel.  Hardly  had  he 
moved  there  In  179d  when  Arohblahop 
d*Avlau  asked  him  to  teach  Latin  to  smmi 
high  school  boys*  From  his  consent ^ 
from  his  willingness  to  turn  aside  frMi 
a  personal  ambition 9  a  new  religious 
coimmmity^  o\ir  Community^  the  Basillan 
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fethere^  was  born  into  the  Chtireh  vlth 
Archbishop  d^Airiau  as  its  Potmder  and 
Father  Lapierre  as  its  first  Superior* 

Ninety  years  ago^  John  Read  Teefy  was 
a  beginning  high  school  teacher  when  a 
semen  on  vocation  by  Bishop  John  Farrell^ 
the  first  Bishop  of  Hamilton^  caused  hift 
to  say  with  the  prophet  Sastueli  ^Here  X 
am  for  l^hou  didst  ca]LM«»  (1  Kings  3^9) 
Qod   chose  hin  to  be  the  means  of  bring* 
ing  St.  Michael U  College  into  the 
University  of  Toronto^  thereby  establish** 
ing  a  pattern  for  Catholic  Colifasges  on 
the  campuses  of  many  of  the  Provincial 
Universities  across  Canada. 

Seventy«i*five  years  ago  Michael  Vincent 
Kellyi  fresh  from  the  graduating  class 
of  the  University  of  Toronto^  crossed 
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the  Atlantic  Oeean  to  enter  the  Baeilian 
Novitiate^  then  at  Beaconfield|  England* 
He  never  made  much  uee  of  his  degree  in 
the  claesrooa  for  God  oade  his  a  **fi8her 
ot  mm''   (Mark  1^  17)  and  save  hia  fifty 
years  of  parish  work|  years  In  which  he 
baptised  over  1^000  converts ,  years  in 
which  he  brought  spiritual  comfort  to 
untold  thousands* 

K  few  months  before  I  entered  the  Roviti* 
ate  in  1926^  Father  Alexander  Denomy  was 
ordained  in  St#  Basil *s  Churchy  Toronto^ 
nine  days  after  he  had  reached  the  can- 
onical age  of  twenty«>four«  He  was  an 
ejDseptional  student  and  he  was  also  one 
of  the  most  successful  basketball  coaches 
S%^   Michael* 8  ever  had*  Ood  called  him 
«o  a  life  of  scholarship*  In  it  he  ful«» 
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filled  the  charge  given  to  otir  Congreg-^* 
ation  by  Pope  Plus  ZII  on  the  occasion 
of  our  centenary  In  Araerleat  '^Oeaee  not 
to  promote  with  Tlgor  the  cause  of  true 
education*  **  Father  Denomy  was  elected 
a  Fellow  of  the  Hoyal  Society  of  Canada 
and  a  Fellow  of  the  Mediaeval  Acadessy 
of  Aaericat  Hanraard  University  Press 
published  onn  of  his  books  and  when  he 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-^three^  the 
Sunday  edition  of  the  New  York  Tloes 
recorded  his  death  as  a  loss  to  the 
world  of  learning* 

A  little  over  a  year  ago^  Father  Blake 
OoXl  did  not  appear  at  meditation  in 
the  Curial  House*  Afterwards  I  fouiul 
him  on  the  floor  of  his  room^  stricken 
with  the  paralysis  that  was  to  bring  his 
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earthly  life  to  a  elote«  God  used  hla 
to  teaeh  hunllity*  "Learn  of  Me  beeauie 
X  BM  seek  and  humble  of  heart •**  (Matt* 
11^20)  During  hie  first  years  of  teaeh« 
ing  he  was  frustrated^  aieunderstood, 
and  sotte  eren  felt  that  he  was  exiled 
to  Calgary*  He  would  rejoice  this  aiom«» 
lag  at  the  presence  of  eight  novices 
froM  Western  Canada,  ali&ost  one  third 
of  the  novitiate  class*  Whm  the  General 
Chapter  of  last  year  placed  him  in  a 
position  of  responsibility,  God  inter* 
vened  lest  anything  be  taken  from  the 
reward  due  to  his  twenty«»fiire  years 
quietly  spent  in  high  school  classz*o(HM* 

Perhaps  God  has  in  store  for  a  life  of 
hidden  sanctity*  Mr*  James  Ruth  was  my 
assistant  in  the  library  of  the  Pontifical 
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Institute  of  Mediaeval  Studies  for  tvo 
years*  He  died  while  in  his  Junior 
year  at  St«  Michael's  College*  The 
editor  of  the  College  Yearbook  headed 
his  obituary  with  the  words s  ''He  lived 
with  Ciod#*»  there  were  people  in  3t# 
Basil's  Parish  who  used  to  like  to  nake 
a  visit  when  he  was  praying  in  the 
church*  They  felt  that  God  was  so  isueh 
nearer  to  theK# 

In  giving  you  the  religious  habit  of 
the  Basilian  Fathers  this  SK^mingi  God 
is  calling  you  to  gather  round  the 
tabernacle  wherein  dwells  His  Divine 
Son*  Never  take  back  anything  froA 
the  good  will  you  aanif est  this  morning* 
IiSt  Qod  use  you  where  He  wills  in  the 
Congregation  for  the  work  of  His  Church* 
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You  will  never  regret  your  generosity^ 

ae  yotu*  confreres  before  you  have  not 

regretted  it*  Persevere  In  your  vocation. 

Then  one  day  your  confreres  In  heaven 

will  veleotte  you  to  your  neif  hoae  with 

that  psalm  of  praise  used  here  this 

somlng: 

^Scce  quam  bonus  et  quam  lu«undua 
habltare  fratres  In  unuB« 

'^Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant 
it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  In  unity «^  (Ps#  132,1 } 


(Seraon  preached  at  St»BasllU  Novitiate, 
Erlndale,  Septwber  14,  1962) 
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Dear  confreres ^  beloved  brethren  in 
Christ* 


During  the  past  ten  days  the  novices 

have  been  listening  to  retreat  confer* 

ences^  therefore^  I  wish  to  spare  the« 

a  further  talking  to  and  hence  would 

speak  this  aorning  with  the  parents^ 

relatives  and  firends  of  the  young  tten 

who  are  about  to  take  for  tha  first 

tine  the  Tows  of  Poverty^  Chastity  and 

Obedience.  In  so  doing  Z  have  reason 

of  my  own*  It  was  thirty«five  years 

ago  this  Aorning  that  I  first  talked 

with  sy  own  parents  about  going  to  the 

Novitiate*  Since  that  morning  I  have 

learned  much  about  the  impact  of  an 

ecclesiastical  vocation  upon  a  family 

and  I  woiad  like  to  share  some  of  this 
knowledge  with  you* 


Religious  ProfMsion,  1963        156 

One  noticeable  effect  of  an  ecoletlai« 
tloal  vocation  Is  that  it  brings  a 
▼ocation  to  others «  St*  Andrew  the 
Apostle  becane  a  follower  of  St*  John 
the  Baptist.  One  day  he  told  his  brother ^ 
Peter^  that  he  had  found  the  Nesslas  and 
he  brought  hitt  to  Christ*  Jesus  there*- 
upon  aade  Peter  an  apostle*  Father 
Francis  O^Grady  who  was  transferred 
this  year  fPO«  St*  Mary^s  Boys*  High 
Sehool  in  Oalgary  to  NLehael  Power  High 
Sehool  burled  his  iiother  last  woiit# 
Present  at  her  ftineral  was  an  older 
brother  who  is  a  pastor  in  the  Arohdio* 
cese  of  Toronto*  Absent  was  a  younger 
brother  who  is  on  the  Missions  with  the 
Searboro  Foreign  Mission  Society  and  a 
sister  \A\o   is  a  cloistered  Trappistine 
nun# 
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one  Yoeatlon  Is  given  by  God 
to  attract  a  seoond  one.  Father  tfil« 
f  rid  Oanrey  vho  taught  ae  Theology  at 
St*  Basil's  Sealnary  was  granted  less 
than  five  years  in  the  priesthood* 
After  his  death  a  youngsr  brothwr^  Edtrin^ 
who  had  graduated  from  St#  Miehael's 
College  in  sry  class ^  quit  his  job  with 
General  Motors  in  Saskatchewan  and  to* 
day  is  Principal  of  St»  Mark's  College^ 
the  Basilian  Foundation  established  on 
the  caatpus  of  the  University  of  British 
Columbia  by  Father  Henry  Carr* 

Not  infrquently  a  priest  has  a  sister 
who  is  a  religious*  Father  John  McGuire 
has  a  sister  with  the  School  Sisters  of 
Notre  Oa»e«  X,  iqrself  ^  have  a  sister  in 


^ 
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the  Good  Shepherd  Sisters*  Father 
Francis  Latmtrie  who  is  at  our  mission 
parish  in  Mexico  has  an  equally  mission* 
minded  sister  who  left  home  before  him 
and  who  is  now  living  the  hidden  life 
of  a  Religious  Adorer  of  the  Most  Pree« 
ious  Blood  in  Japan*  A  Yocation  may 
wtm  eren  to  parents*  Mr*  Barry  Cotter 
was  an  early  student  of  St*  Miehael^s 
(Jollege  School  who  entered  St*  Basil *s 
Novitiate  and  who  died  in  1675  while 
still  a  scholastic*  Present  at  his 
funeral  were  two  Sistersof  St*  Joseph^ 
the  one  his  sister^  the  other  his 
widowed  mother*  ^^he  influence  of  a 
vocation  extends  to  future  generations* 
Father  Bdward  McLean  is  a  relative  of 
the  Foundress  of  the  Loretto  Sisters 
la  ^oronto* 
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SoiBO  spiritual  benefits  deriving  fron 
a  vocation  get  little  publicity*  Last 
week  I  was  reading  the  life  of  the 
Founder  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Fathers* 
His  father  was  a  generous  aiul  good  man^ 
but  m  non^'practicing  Catholic  who  \mA 
opposed  his  son^s  vocation*  nevertheless 
he  came  to  his  ordination  and  after  re«<* 
oeiving  his  sonU  first  blessing  told 
hi«  that  he  would  go  to  confession  and 
receive  Holy  C(»aBunion  at  his  First 
Mass* 

Temporal  favors  are  sometimes  granted 
to  parents^  relatives  and  friends  of 
those  ifrtioffi  God  has  called  to  His  service  # 
In  Holy  Scripture  we  read  that  Our  Lord 
cured  the  iw>ther-in-law  of  St*  Peter • 
Kilty  there  are  some  favors  He  does  not 
grant*  The  mother  of  the  apostles^ 


Religious  Professioiit  1963       160 

iummm  and  John^  asked  special  positions 
for  her  sons*  This  Our  Lord  refused # 
In  like  manner^  Pope  John  XXIII  of  happy 
nenory^  declared  that  he  never  used  his 
high  positions  to  enrich  his  relatives 
who  earned  \^%  a  nodest  living  in  his 
native  village* 

^he  first  iapact  of  a  vocation  on  a 
fafiily  is  a  sense  of  loss*  Leaving 
home  creates  a  sense  of  separation* 
This  need  not  be  so*  In  one  sense  your 
son  brings  you  with  hijs  to  the  Rovitiate 
and  his  new  family  in  religion  adopts 
you*  Thus I  each  day  the  head  of  his 
religious  family  r^sofflbers  at  Mass  not 
only  his  own  parents^  but  the  parents 
of  each  member  of  the  Congregation* 
When  you  die,  your  soul  is  prayed  for 


19 
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in  all  the  Houses  of  the  Oosmiunity  and 
your  passing  is  recorded  in  its  Annals* 

When  a  young  man  leaves  home  to  go  about 
"his  Patherl  business**,  he  does  not 
close  the  door  agalnert^  his  natural  fa0«* 
il^y^  nor  against  others  who  were  also 
God^s  agents  in  the  shaping  of  his  young 
life#  Jesus  did  not  love  His  mother 
the  less  ^en  He  bade  her  goodbye  from 
the  Cross  saying  to  3t*  John,  **Behold 
your  fBother***  (John  19,  27)  In  firing 
your  son  *^grace  and  apostleship  for 
obedience  to  the  faith  in  all  nations^ 
(Rom*  1,  5)  Our  IJord  does  not  cancel 
the  precept,  •♦Hearken  to  thy  father 
that  be|^t  thee  and  despise  not  they 
mother***  (Prov*  23,  32)  Recently  I 
was  reading  the  diary  of  Father  Charles 
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Collins  who  was  sottsthing  of  a  Basilian 
patrlaroh  around  Assumption  Collago^ 
Windsor y  in  the  nineteen  fox*ties»  He 
kept  this  diary  in  1920  when  he  was 
stationed  at  3t«  Marjr^s  Churoh^  Owen 
Sound*  His  diary  reeords  not  only 
event Sy  but  also  thoughts*  One  entry 
noted,  '^tfrote  a  few  letters  to  brothers 
and  sisters**  and  th«i  added,  Nothing 
like  keeping  in  touch  with  those  we 
lore*** 

The  7(^s  your  son  pronounces  on  this 
happy  occasion  not  only  bind  him  to 
Ood,  ^ey  also  strengthen  the  bonds 
that  unite  him  with  his  natural  family « 
Tou,  his  parents,  relatives  and  friends, 
continue  to  be  instruments  in  God^s 
bands  for  the  shaping  of  his  life.  His 
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profession  this  morning  in  no  way  re* 
lieves  you  of  this  duty*  It  only  changes 
the  i&anner  in  whieh  you  fulfill  it*  By 
word|  d«ecl|  and  prayer,  you  must  con- 
tinue to  share  in  his  formation  that 
he  may  walk  worthy  in  the  vocation  to 
which  ho  has  been  called,  today  and 
all  the  days  of  his  lif#« 

(Sermon  preached  at  St#  Basil's  Noviti* 
atOf  Srindale,  August  15>  19d3) 


^w 
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One  hiindrsd  years  ago  at  the  close  of 
mmmvp   Father  HLehael  Ferguson  said 
goodbye  to  the  parish  of  (Xren  Sound  and 
returned  to  his  teaching  at  St«  UL^h* 
ael^s  College^  Toronto*  When  the  Bas** 
ilian  Fathers  had  been  given  charge  of 
the  farish  of  St*  MairyU  of  the  A88uap«» 
tion  at  the  beginning  of  the  susfflsr,  he 
was  sent  to  look  after  it  until  the 
first  regtilar  pastor  was  appointed* 
The  parish  that  Father  Ferguson  looked 
after  had  four  small  churches*  In  Owen 
^und   there  was  a  little  stone  churchy 
across  the  road  fron  the  present  chureh|^ 
where  now  stands  the  Sisters'  Convent* 
To  the  east 9  there  was  a  church  at  the 
Irish  Block  and  to  the  south  one  at 
Chatsworth*  Continuing  down  Highway 


Baslllant  in  Oftn  Sound         X65 

Six  tonards  Guelph  there  ime  the  fotirth 
ehuroh  at  Domoeh^  then  called  Oriffine 
Comer  8* 

In  1863  3t«  Marjr^e  Parish  took  in  the 
greater  part  of  Bxnice  and  Grey  Ck>untiee« 
Ae  people  moved  in  the  missions  on  the 
south  beeame  separate  parishes*  Thus 
Dornoch  and  the  churches  along  that 
line  are  no  longer  serred  from  Oven 
3ound#  to  the  norths  the  boundary 
renains  imohanged«  The  parish  begins 
at  Thombuury  in  the  east  where  the  arch«» 
diocese  of  Toronto  ends^  continues  along 
the  Georgian  Bay  up  to  the  tip  of  the 
Bruce  Peninsula  and  then  doim  Lake 
Huron  to  Port  Elgini  a  coastline  of 
between  200  and  3OO  miles. 
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The  first  Basilian  pastor  was  Father 
John  Gushing*  He  was  born  near  Quelphi 
was  young,  tall  and  strong*  He  seemed 
to  be  an  ideal  choice  for  a  missionary 
parish*  Unfortunately  he  contracted  a 
disease  that  tms  wmwin  in  those  days, 
consumption,  and  he  died  before  his 
35th  birtday*  His  assistant  was  a 
priest  who  had  ecNM  out  from  France  to 
do  missionary  work  in  Canada,  Father 
Francis  Qranottier*  He  was  more  fortun* 
ate  in  his  health  and  his  association 
with  Owen  Sound  parish  lasted  from  ld63 
until  his  death  in  1917* 

In  1663,  one  priest  would  say  Mass  each 
Sunday  in  Qwm   Sound,  the  other  would 
go  out  to  one  of  the  Missions*  Each 
Mission  had  Mass  once  a  month  and  on 
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the  fourth  Sunday,  the  priest  would 
hold  a  ^IfaUls  Station"^  In  the  house  of 
a  distant  settler  to  give  those  in  the 
neighborhood  a  chance  to  receive  the 
sacraments*  In  1363  there  was  no  regular 
Mass  west  of  Owen  Sound  #  "^hat  tex*ritory 
was  Indian  Resenre  or  very  thinly 
settled  land*  As  the  parish  grew  and 
as  roads  improved  so  that  the  priest 
oould  drive  between  the  Missions  on 
Sunday,  the  nuaber  of  Masses  was  in«» 
creased*  This  irorningg  the  last  of  the 
1963  sumnsr  schedule,  four  priests  are 
saying  three  Masses,  five  priests  are 
saying  two  Masses,  and  one  priest,  a 
visitor,  is  sa3ring  the  twenty-third 
Mass  offered  this  morning  in  this  parish* 

This  morning  another  young  Baallian 


•* 
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priest  la  saying  goodbye  to  Ovren  Sound 
Parish  after  spending  the  summer  here* 
Father  Rudolph  Acosta^  whos  said  the 
eight  o* clock  Mass  In  this  church  and 
who  has  gone  to  Sauble  Beach  to  say 
Mass  at  teng  lesTes  this  afternoon  for 
Texas  nrhere  he  wiXl  mrk  anoi^  Spanish* 
i^MMiking  people  In  the  Diocese  of  GaX-» 
veston«-Houston#  If  he  is  granted  the 
same  measure  of  life  as  Father  Ferguson 
reeeivedy  before  him  lie  fifty  years  in 
the  priesthood*  Father  Ferguson  later 
went  from  St*  Michael* a  College,  Tor«» 
ontOg  to  Assimption  ^ollege^  Windsor* 
If  Father  Acosta  moves  on  from  Texas^ 
he  may  well  go  to  work  in  a  totin 
American  country  to  the  South* 

On  this  last  Sunday  of  the  summer  season 
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of  1963  I  would  like  to  laave  you  with 
a  thought  that  can  make  your  lives 
happier  during  the  ooalng  months*  What 
this  thought  is  can  best  be  told  by  a 
story  concerning  Father  Ferguson  who 
had  the  knaok  of  eaqprossing  lofty  ideas 
in  everyday  language*  One  day  someone 
saw  a  man  with  a  ro8ax*y  in  his  hand  while 
he  was  smoking*  ^  complained  to  Father 
Ferguson  who  agreed  that  scK^king  while 
praying  was  not  proper^  but  who  went  on 
to  aks$  »lf  you  look  at  it  from  the 
other  side^  is  it  no  a  good  thing  to 
pray  while  you  are  smoking?*^  This  m^rnm 
ing  when  I  was  outside  sayij^^  Office  while 
Father  Acosta  %^mi  saying  Maas  a  car  drove 
up  with  people  who  were  late  for  llass# 
In  an  embarrassed  voice  one  saidg  ^e  art 
late***  X  could  ahve  answeredp  ^lou  should 
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have  gotten  up  earlier** »  Instead  I  re« 
aembered  Father  Ferguson  and  replied^ 
«I  think  that  God  will  rather  look  at 
the  eacrifiee  you  have  made  In  getting 
up  for  Maes*^ 

During  the  eouing  year^  try  to  look  at 
the  other  side  of  the  evex*yday  diffieul«> 
ties  of  domestic  life  and  your  year  will 
pass  more  happily  until  next  summer^ 
when  with  God's  help  we  shall  assembls 
once  again  In  this  historic  parish  to 
offer  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mkss# 
Until  theni  God  bless  yout 

(SerflK>n  preached  at  St#  Thomas  Churchy 
Wiarton,  Ontario^  September  1^  1963) 
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This  aomlng  Instead  of  preaching  a 
serMon^  f  Muld  like  to  tell  you  soae« 
thing  about  an  anniversary  within  the 
Basilian  Fathers  because  it  eoneerM  a 
priest  who  was  one  of  ^*s  instruftents 
in  proiriding  you  with  Mass  here  this 
Aoming.  Today  is  the  126th  anniver* 
sary  of  the  death  of  Father  Joseph  La<» 
pierre,  the  first  Superior  General  of 
the  Basilian  Fathers* 

Bom  in  1756  when  Canada  was  a  French 
colony  and  when  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  was  still  partitioned 
aflK>ng  France^  &igland  and  Spain^  this 
yotmg  Frenchaan  was  ordained  in  17^1  at 
the  age  of  twenty<«five«  The  first  years 
of  his  life  followed  a  faoiliar  patterns 
five  years  as  a  curate  in  one  parish. 
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then  off  to  another  for  experience  with 
a  different  paetort  The  orderly  pattern 
of  his  life  was  snapped  In  1791  wi^n  the 
Preneh  ReTolution  broke  out  and  he  eaae 
to  the  not  lee  of  the  Revolationary  Painty 
by  his  vigorous  denunciation  of  their 
irreligious  opinions*  He  wnet  into 
hiding^  into  an  ujoderground  ministry 
fraught  with  danger  to  himself  and  to 
those  who  concealed  him* 

By  179d  the  worst  of  the  fierolution  was 
over  and  he  achieYed  the  ambition  of 
oTery  curate^  a  parish  of  his  own*  Dur«> 
lug  his  priestly  apprenticeship  pastors 
had  repoz^ed  to  the  %shop  that  this 
curate  displayed  more  than  ordinary  seal 
in  the  perfor^Msanee  of  his  duties  and 
that  he  possessed  a  large  amoiuit  of  plain 
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common  sense «  Vhen  Archbishop  d^Avlau 
appointed  him  pastor  at  the  tiny  hamlet 
of  St«  Symphorien^  he  had  in  mind  some* 
thing  more  than  a  small  parish  for  a 
young  priest*  He  wanted  to  make  wider 
use  of  the  talents  he  had  observed  in 
Father  I*apierre  by  asking  him  to  found 
a  preparatory  school  for  the  training 
of  future  priests*  Therefore,  when 
Father  lapierre  took  possession  of  his 
parish  he  brought  with  him  a  few  boys 
who  WDuld  study  Xiatin  under  him*  Two 
years  later  he  was  giTen  a  curate  and 
the  school  was  formally  organissOd  on 
Ifovember  1^  ISOO,  with  forty  students* 
Father  Iiapierre  was  not  fond  of  teaching 
and  his  role  was  an  administratiTS  one* 
The  actual  teaching  was  done  by  good 
teachers  whcmi  he  had  obtained* 
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In  1^2  he  was  asked  to  resign  his  par- 
ish and  devote  his  life  to  the  work  of 
education*  Father  Lapierre  was  then 
twenty«^ne  years  ordained  and  forty«six 
years  of  age*  He  was  on  the  threshold 
of  the  oost  fruitful  years  of  his  pas«» 
toral  adnistry,  even  looking  forward  to 
proaotion  to  a  larger  pariidi«  At  the 
bidding  of  his  Biahop  he  renounced  per«<» 
eonal  aabition  and  transferred  his  school 
to  the  nearby  diety  of  Annonay*  God 
blessed  his  work  and  in  the  next  fifty 
years  aore  than  one  third  of  the  priests 
ordained  for  his  diocese  were  graduates 
of  his  schools 

The  teachers  in  his  school  were  secular 
priests  who  did  not  always  bother  to 
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ooXleot  their  ttodeet  salary*  %  1^22 
tone  were  getting  old  and  wished  to  re«» 
tlre»  For  the  support  of  their  old  age 
they  asked  for  the  salary  owing  to  thea* 
^hls  created  a  twofold  crisis^  flnan- 
elal,  and  lack  of  coapetent  teachers • 
To  prerent  this  happening  In  the  future 
some  of  the  younger  teachers  proposed 
the  foraatlon  of  a  rell^ous  community* 
Father  Laplerre  supported  the  proposal 
and  gaye  leadership  Inworklng  It  out# 
'^'he  Baslllan  Fathers  were  founded  as  a 
diocesan  religious  community  on  November 
21^  1^22^  and  Father  laplerre  was  elected 
Superior  General,  with  one  dissenting 
TOte,  his  own  cast  In  favor  of  the  priest 

who  later  succeeded  hlm#  On  September 


'•^# 


Father  Joseph  Lapierrt  I76 

15t  ld37t  Pope  Gregory  XH  ruieed  the 
neir  oonmuaity  from  dlooeean  statue  to 
papal  rank*  A  delay  in  the  mails  kept 
this  news  IVom  reaching  Annonay  until 
June  6^  ld3d»  Father  Iiapierre^s  work 
was  done  and  at  3s 00  a*fi#  on  August  16^ 
I63d^  God  called  him  to  his  eternal 
reward t 

Father  lApierre^s  work  continues  today 
in  %\m  woxic  of  his  cofflounity*  Yesterday 
at  Pontiact  Michigan^  and  at  Erindale 
on  the  outskirts  of  Toronto^  46  young 
men  were  admitted  to  Religious  profes-* 
sion  in  the  Congregation  of  Priests  of 
3t«  Basil#  lisst  year^  as  hi^  school 
and  college  graduates,  they  had  Joined 
Father  Lapierre  in  the  sacrifice  of 
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giving  up  px^ofldslng  eareera^  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  quiet ^  pious  and 

4 

iregular  life  of  the  Baalllan  Novitiate^ 
the  first  step  on  their  way  to  the 
priesthood*  Pray  to  Qod  that  like 
Father  tiapierre  they  nay  not  shrink 
from  the  sacrifices  that  will  be  asked 
of  thett  in  the  future  so  that  they  ssiy 
persevere  in  their  vocation^  perhaps 
one  day  to  say  Mass  for  you  in  this 
parish* 

(Semon  preached  at  3t«  thoiaas  Ohurch, 
Wiarton^  OntariOp  August  16^  1964) 
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*^Be  you  followers  of  me^  as  I  also  an 
of  Christ*^  I  Cor«  11^  1 

W#  hava  gatharad  thla  ttorning  to  witnaM 
tha  taking  of  raliglous  vows  by  thraa 
young  nan*  Qna  aonth  agO|  thara  waa  a 
aioUar  oar«aony  in  this  ehapal  and  it 
aay  ba  that  thoaa  idio  ara  now  ooBplat«» 
Ing  thair  novltlata  faal  a  touoh  of  n^ 
grat  that  thair  profaaalon  takaa  plaaa 
on  a  faaat  of  tha  Blaaaad  Virgin  iirtiioh 
haa  a  lowar  rank  in  tha  ealandar  of  tha 
Gatholie  Church  than  tha  faaat  of  tha 
AasuAption*  I  niould  like  to  assura  than 
that  although  the  faaat  ia  of  lower 
ranking^  tha  date,  September  15th|  le 
of  greater  iffiportanea  in  the  history  of 
the  Baailian  Pathera#  If  with  the  Old 
Teatanant  figure^  Job^  you  will 


Religious  Prof08jion,  1964       179 

•♦inquire  of  former  generations^ 
and  search  diligently  into  the 
aeaory  of  the  fathers* »•  they 
shall  teaeh  you,  they  shall 
speak  to  yout  and  utter  i«ordS' 
out  of  their  hearts««  Job  ^,6,10 


Here  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  back 
in  September  ld22,  %h»   priests  who 
taught  at  the  College  of  Annonay  were 
finishing  their  annual  retreat*  During 
it  they  had  received  the  grace  to  do 
something  several  of  them  had  been  talk« 
ing  about  for  two  or  three  years*  They 
received  the  grace  to  found  a  religious 
eoasunity*  The  retreat  closed  on  Sep^ 
teaber  15th  and  on  that  day  six  of  thMi 
sat  down  and  signed  their  nai&e  to  a 
letter  aidcing  their  Bishop  for  per^ 
aission  to  found  a  religious  eoffliaunity 
whose  principal  work  would  be  teaching 
and  preachings 
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A  tmi  years  later  the  Bishops  of  the 
district  told  the  Holy  Father  that  the 
new  eommunlty  nias  doing  splendid  work 
and  on  Septejoaber  15 1  lS37i  Pope  Gregory 
Z7Z  signed  a  deeree  praising  it  and 
raising  it  to  the  status  of  a  papal 
eownmity#  It  is  from  that  date^  Smp^ 
tMber  15»  ld37»  that  the  Basilian 
Fathers  take  their  preeedenoe  in  the 
ranks  of  religious  co«munities* 

When  the  first  students  of  the  Basilian 
Fathers^  newly  eoaie  to  l^ieriea/  gathered 
in  a  rented  house  on  Queen  Street  in  the 
year  1S52^  Father  Jean  Soulerin  took  two 
days  to  register  eleven  students^  de- 
laying the  first  classes  until  Wednesday 
September  l^tli/  Three  years  later  he 
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chose  Ssptsfflber  15th  as  the  date  on 
which  to  lay  the  cornerstone  for  the 
first  unit  of  %h»   Clover  Hill  building 
of  St*  ltlchael«s  College*  In  1^56^ 
the  first  classes  in  the  pemanent 
hoBM  of  St#  Michael's  were  held  on 
September  15th*  Mindful  of  the  his* 
torlcal  significance  of  this  date^ 
Father  S*J*  MeCorlcell,  when  h»^  built 
the  first  of  the  stone  buildings  of 
3t*  Itilohael's  College ^  chose  September 

A 

15 t  1936 t  as  the  date  for  the  blessing 
of  the  building  erected  to  house  the 
Pontifical  Institute  of  Mediaeval 
Sttidies* 

Now  it  is  the  turn  of  the  three  yoimg 
men  who  are  the  principals  of  this 
morning's  ceremony  to  make  Bailllan 
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history  on  Septesibsr  15th«  What  doss 

the  future  hold  for  thsm*  Whsn  Matha* 

thiaSp  ths  father  of  Judas  Maeabees,  felt 

the  approach  of  death  he  admonished  his 

sons  I 

^'Oall  to  r^seabrance  the  works  of 
the  fathers  %rhich  they  have  done 
in  their  generations*^  I  Mae*  2^51 

On  Friday  of  this  week^  three  of  your 

mlAmr  eontrmr%B  observe  the  gDlden 

Jubilee  of  their  priestly  ordination* 

Behind  thMi  lies  a  iraried  life  in  the 

OM«rei^ti#n# 

Toungest  of  the  three  is  Father  Wilfrid 
Sharpen  upon  whoa  have  devolved  «any 
responsibilities  In  the  Congregation^ 
among  them  the  introducing  to  the  Basil* 
Ian  way  of  life  as  Master  of  Novices 
two  future  Superiors  General*  Father 
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Mohael  Oliver  has  left  his  mark  In 
brick  and  stone  in  the  buildings  of 
Str#  ^rk*s  CollegSi  Vancouver ^  and 
earlier  in  Holy  Rosary  Churohg  Toronto* 
Ai^ng  his  lesser  accomplishments  was 
the  publication  of  the  first  learbook 
of  St«  Michael^ 8#  Senior  in  age  and 
in  profession  is  Father  William  MurrajTi 
whom  2  have  had  as  high  school  teacheri 
college  professor^  and  Master  of  Novices # 
His  work  within  the  Congregation  ap« 
p:H>aches  closely  that  of  the  average 
Basilian  and  fits  the  description  given 
by  Father  Robert  McBrady  of  a  Basilian^s 
work  as  being  done  **with  little  noise 
and  no  excitement*** 

^his  morningf  M  you  prepare  to  pronounce 
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your  first  irows,  you  are  anxious  to 
honor  the  religious  habit  you  now  wear 
and  the  priestly  vestaents  that  later 
will  rest  upon  your  shoulders*  To  you, 
this  morning,  your  elder  confreres,  give 
this  advicei  ^Be  you  followers  of  me, 
as  I  also  am  of  Christ #^ 

(Sermon  preached  at  St •  Basil *s  Novitiate, 
Erindale,  September  15,  1964) 
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The  words  of  the  Gospel  which  I  have 
just  read  were  spoken  by  Our  Lord  after 
the  ^st  Supper  in  the  Upper  Roott  at 
JerusaleAt  Judas  had  gone  out  frooi  the 
ro(m  to  do  his  evil  work.  The  Blessed 
Eucharist  had  been  instituted  and  now 
the  apostles  were  sitting  or  reclining 
around  the  table  of  the  I*ast  Supper 
listening  to  an  instraction  from  the 
Hester*  Zt  was  to  be  the  last  of  His 
public  teaching  and  towards  the  end  of 
it  He  told  thea  that  He  nust  leave  then* 
Our  I«ord  had  spoken  of  this  before;  the 
apostles  were  young  men  and  Re^  Himself ^ 
was  but  thirty «»three«  They  had  woven 
their  whole  lives ^  material  and  spir« 
itual  around  being  with  Him  and  they  did 
not  like  to  hear  of  parting*  Our  Lord 
read  the  sorrow  in  their  hearts,  but  He 
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did  not  console  thea*  Instead  He  re«* 

peatedi 

••It  is  better  that  I  leave  you. 
for  If  I  do  not  go^  the  Paraclete 
vill  not  coae  to  you* 

*he  parting  of  (Mr  Lord  frwa  His  apostles 
is  repeated  at  this  time  of  year  in  your 
•eminariesy  universities^  high  schools, 
and  grade  schools*  ^e  senior  students 
have  gathered  for  soae  years  in  familiar 
buildings,  with  well<»kno«rn  teachers, 
and  with  fellow  students  of  long  assoel«> 
ation*  How  the  last  examination  is 
written#  For  a  few  there  will  be  in 
the  years  ahead  the  responsibility  of 
further  education  in  new  schools*  For 
many,  their  hiddien  life  has  come  to  an 
end  and  they  will  slip  into  the  main 
stream  of  life  to  begin  their  public  life* 
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B^t  there  la  a  dlfferenee  between  the 
two  partings*  The  apostles  must  await 
the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  Who  will 
teach  them  all  things*  The  graduates 
of  our  Catholic  schools  have  reoeived 
the  sacrament  of  Confirmation  and  they 
go  forth  to  show  by  the  goodness  of 
their  lives  the  working  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  within  them*  By  their  words 
they  will  proclaim  the  teachings  of 
Christ. 

Fifty  3^ars  ss«ii  a  young  man  from  this 
parish  gathered  with  his  classmates  In 
the  chapel  of  3t«  Augustine U  Seminary 
to  hear  Mass  as  a  student  for  the  last 
tlme#  Fifty  years  ago  this  coed^ng 
Wednesday^  Father  Francis  McReavy  was 
ordained  a  priest  for  the  Diocese  of 
Hamilton*  ^^s  year^  Bishop  ^yan  does 


/    :^M. 
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not  havs  one  student  in  the  Sedlnarjr 
from  St«  Vaxy^B  Parish  and  its  vide«» 
spread  Missions*  ^here  is  no  one^  at 
present^  to  take  the  place  of  Father 
MoEeairjr* 

Perhaps  you  will  say  t^hat  as  a  Basilien 
Fatlmr^  I  should  be  more  concerned 
abotit  Yocations  to  ay  Community  than 
to  the  Diocese  of  Haailton*  In  answer 
I  ask  you  to  look  at  the  history  of 
your  parish  and  to  recall  how  many  young 
men  went  to  the  Basilian  Fathers  in  the 
decade  after  the  ordination  of  Fatl^r 
McReaTy#  And  when  Father  James  Hurley ^ 
a  young  man  from  this  parish  whom  Qod 
directed  to  the  Archdiocese  of  Montrealt 
was  ordained  again  a  number  of  young 
men  entered  the  BattLlian  Fathers «  The 
reason  is  simple*  God  has  promised  a 
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reward  of  a  hundredfold  even  In  this 
world  for  every  eaoriflce*  The  young 
man  who  Is  ordained  for  the  Diocese  of 
Hamilton  will  meet  in  the  rural  parishes 
aM  in  the  saall  centres  with  a  loneli« 
ness  as  intense  as  that  of  the  mission* 
ary*  ^he  priest  of  the  Diocese  of  Ram«» 
ilton  o^ets  with  lapsed  Oatholics  in 
every  parish  and  knows  well  the  dism>\xp^ 
ageiMnt  that  faces  the   priests  who  go 
to  South  America  to  work  among  Catholics 
of  weakened  faith«  In  the  urban  areas^ 
among  the  unchurched  masses  of  the  cities^ 
he  meets  with  an  indifference  to  religion 
more  difficult  to  deal  with  than  the 
ignorance  of  the  pagan  with  whom  the 
foreign  missionary  works*  The  sacrifices 
made  by  the  piriest  of  the  Diocese  brings 
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a  reward  not  only  to  himself  and  to  hie 
faiallyi  but  the  graee  of  God  eoaes  down 
upon  his  parleht 

Yhirty«*three  years  ago  today^  one  of 
your  pastors^  Father  Nicholas  Hoche 
diedii  In  ^orontOf  in  Benr  Brunswlekg 
in  Hmms^   he  was  fasous  for  his  pr^-* 
•atlon  of  vocations^  Many  a  priest| 
fliany  a  brother^  msaxy  a  sister  was  helped 
with  their  Tooatlon  by  Father  Eoche# 
Some  would  say  that  he  prayed  tl^m  Into 
aecepting  the  Toeatlon  that  Ood  had 
sent  to  them*  ^^s  morning  as  you 
gather  around  the  altar  of  saerlflce^  Z 
ask  you  to  take  up  the  work  of  prayer 
for  vocations  that  was  Father  Roch«%# 
I  ask  you  to  join  with  yo\«*  pastor  and 
with  your  ^ishop  in  prayer  and  sacrifice 


Priestly  Vocations  191 

for  vocations  for  the  fliocese  of  Ra»» 
lit  on  •  And  that  you  may  know  iihat  is 
•acpectsd  of  you^  I  will  n0w  rsad  this 
letter  froia  Bishop  Ryan  to  yout 

(Seroon  pr«aeh«d  in  St*  Mary's  Chiireh, 
Owen  Sound,  May  16,  1965) 


